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This March 23, 2018, file photo shows an envelope containing a 2018 census letter mailed to a U.S. resident as part of the nation’s only test run of the 2020 Census. 
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Trump abandons bid to include citizenship question on census 


By J. COLVIN, M. SHERMAN and Z. MILLER 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump 
abandoned his controversial bid to inject a citi¬ 
zenship question into next year’s census Thurs¬ 
day, instead directing federal agencies to try to 
compile the information using existing databas¬ 


es. He insisted he was “not backing down,” de¬ 
claring in a Rose Garden announcement that 
the goal was simple and reasonable: “a clear 
breakdown of the number of citizens and non¬ 
citizens that make up the United States popu¬ 
lation.” But the decision was clearly a reversal, 
after the Supreme Court blocked his effort by 


disputing his administration’s rationale for de¬ 
manding that census respondents declare 
whether or not they were citizens. Trump had 
said last week that he was “very seriously” con¬ 
sidering an executive order to try to force the 
question. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Trump abandons bid to include citizenship question on census 



President Donald Trump, joined by Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, and Attorney General 
William Barr, participate in an event about the census and the citizenship question in the Rose 
Garden at the White House in Washington, Thursday, July 11, 2019. 


Continued from Front 

But the government has al¬ 
ready begun the lengthy 
and expensive process of 
printing the census ques¬ 
tionnaire without it, and 
such a move would surely 
have drawn an immediate 
legal challenge. 

Instead, Trump said Thurs¬ 
day that he would be sign¬ 
ing an executive order 
directing every federal 
department and agency 
to provide the Commerce 
Department with all records 
pertaining to the number 
of citizens and noncitizens 
in the country. 

Trump's efforts to add the 
question on the decennial 
census had drawn fury and 
backlash from critics who 
complained that it was po¬ 
litical, meant to discourage 
participation, not only by 
people living in the country 
illegally but also by citizens 
who fear that participating 
would expose noncitizen 
family members to reper¬ 
cussions. 

Dale Ho, director of the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union’s Voting Rights Proj¬ 
ect, and the lawyer who 
argued the Supreme Court 


case, celebrated Thurs¬ 
day’s announcement 
by the president, saying: 
“Trump’s attempt to wea- 
ponize the census ends not 
with a bang but a whim¬ 
per." 

Trump said his order would 
apply to every agency, in¬ 
cluding the Department of 
Homeland Security and the 


Social Security Administra¬ 
tion. 

The Census Bureau already 
has access to Social Securi¬ 
ty, food stamp and federal 
prison records, all of which 
contain citizenship informa¬ 
tion. 

Trump, citing Census Bu¬ 
reau projections, predicted 
that using previously avail¬ 
able records, the adminis¬ 
tration could determine the 
citizenship of 90 percent of 
the population “or more.” 
“Ultimately this will allow 
us to have a more com¬ 
plete count of citizens than 
through asking the single 
question alone,” he con¬ 
tended. 

But it is still unclear what 
Trump intends to do with 
the citizenship informa¬ 
tion. Federal law prohibits 
the use of census informa¬ 
tion to identify individuals, 
though that restriction has 
been breached in the past. 
At one point. Trump sug¬ 
gested it could help states 
that “may want to draw 
state and local legislative 
districts based upon the 
voter-eligible population.” 
That would mark a change 
from how districts are 
drawn currently, based on 
the entire population, and 
could increase Republican 
political power. 

Civil rights groups said the 
president’s efforts had al¬ 
ready sown fear and dis¬ 
cord in vulnerable com- 
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munities, making the task 
of an accurate count even 
harder. 

“The damage has already 
been done," said Lizette 
Escobedo of the National 
Association of Latino Elect¬ 
ed and Appointed Officials 
Educational Fund. 

The Census Bureau had 
stressed repeatedly that it 
could produce better citi¬ 
zenship data without add¬ 
ing the question. 

In fact, the bureau had 
recommended combining 
information from the an¬ 
nual American Community 
Survey with records held by 
other federal agencies that 
already include citizenship 
records. 

“This would result in higher 
quality data produced at 
lower cost,” deputy Census 
Bureau Director Ron Jarmin 
had written in a December 
2017 email to a Justice De¬ 
partment official. 

But Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross, who oversees 
the Census Bureau, ulti¬ 
mately rejected that ap¬ 
proach and ordered the 
citizenship question be 
added to the census. 

The American Community 
Survey, which polls 3.5 mil¬ 
lion U.S. households ev¬ 
ery year, already includes 
questions about respon¬ 
dents’ citizenship. 

“It's a retreat back to what 
he should have done from 
the beginning," said Ken¬ 


neth Prewitt, a former Cen¬ 
sus Bureau director. 

Trump’s administration had 
faced numerous road¬ 
blocks to adding the ques¬ 
tion, beginning with the rul¬ 
ing by the Supreme Court 
temporarily barring its inclu¬ 
sion on the grounds that the 
government’s justification 
was insufficient. Two feder¬ 
al judges also rejected the 
Justice Department’s plan 
to replace the legal team 
fighting for inclusion. 

But Trump insisted his ad¬ 
ministration was pushing 
forward anyway, publicly 
contradicting government 
lawyers and his commerce 
secretary, who had previ¬ 
ously conceded the case 
was closed, as well as the 
Census Bureau, which had 
started the process of print¬ 
ing the 2020 questionnaire 
without the controversial 
query after the Supreme 
Court decision. 

As he has many times be¬ 
fore, Trump exploded the 
situation with a tweet, call¬ 
ing reports that the fight 
was over “FAKE!” 

A week of speculation 
about the administration’s 
plans and renewed court 
battles ensued as Trump 
threw out ideas, includ¬ 
ing suggesting last week 
that officials might be able 
to add an addendum to 
the questionnaire with the 
question after it was print¬ 
ed. And he toyed with the 
idea of halting the constitu¬ 
tionally mandated survey 
entirely while the court bat¬ 
tle played out. 

Attorney General William 
Barr, however, said that the 
government had no inter¬ 
est in delaying the count 
and that, while he was 
confident the census ques¬ 
tion would have eventually 
survived legal review, the 
process would have taken 
too long to work its way 
through the courts. 

Trump had offered multiple 
explanations for why he 
believed the question was 
necessary to include in the 
once-a-decade popula¬ 
tion count that determines 
the allocation of seafs in 
fhe House of Representa¬ 
tives for the next 10 years 
and the distribution of 
some $675 billion in federal 
spending .□ 
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U.S. growing largest crop of marijuana for research in 5 years 



This 2014 photo provided by the University of Mississippi shows marijuana plants growing at the Ole 
Miss medicinal gardens in University, Miss. 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 

The U.S. government is 
growing the largest crop of 
research marijuana in five 
years, responding to inter¬ 
est in varieties with high lev¬ 
els of THC and CBD. 

The government is the only 
source of pot for nearly all 
research in the U.S., while it 
still considers it illegal and 
dangerous. 

Scientists have asked for 
weed that more closely 
matches what’s sold in 
states that have legalized 
medical or recreational 
marijuana, the National In¬ 
stitute on Drug Abuse said 
in an email Thursday to The 
Associated Press. 

The federal agency said 
it plans to grow 2,000 kilo¬ 
grams (4,409 pounds) this 
year at the University of Mis¬ 
sissippi, which holds the sole 
federal contract for pro¬ 
ducing marijuana. That’s 
enough for 5 million joints, 
although the government 
provides the marijuana in 


different forms. 

The crop will be divided be¬ 
tween high TFIC and high 
CBD varieties with “recent 
interest (in CBD) as a po¬ 
tential medicine for a num¬ 
ber of medical conditions,” 
NIDA said. The compound 
THC causes pot’s mind-al¬ 
tering effect; CBD doesn’t 
get people high. 

Last year, a CBD-based 
drug was approved by 


federal regulators for two 
rare seizure disorders and 
researchers are pursuing 
research on it for other con¬ 
ditions. Others are focused 
on THC. 

“We want to study what 
our patients are using,” said 
University of Colorado Assis¬ 
tant Professor Emily Lindley, 
who is investigating mari¬ 
juana with high THC as an 
alternative to opioids for 
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chronic back pain. 

Lindley and other research¬ 
ers want others besides the 
University of Mississippi to 
get federal authorization to 
grow research pot. 

The U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration created 
an application process for 
growers, but has not acted 
on more than two dozen 
applications. In June, Scott¬ 
sdale Research Institute 


in Arizona asked the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia to or¬ 
der the DEA to process the 
applications. 

“We are still working 
through the process and 
those applications remain 
under review,” said DEA 
spokeswoman Katherine 
Pfaff in an email Thursday. 
She declined to comment 
on the litigation. 

In response to questions 
from the AP, NIDA said 
there had been no major 
increase in demand for 
cannabis by researchers in 
recent years. Last year, 20 
researchers got shipments 
of government marijua¬ 
na, much of it from frozen 
cannabis grown in 2014. 
Since 2010, the number of 
researchers receiving gov¬ 
ernment marijuana has 
ranged from eight to 21. 
Researchers should be able 
to obtain material from the 
new crop in the fall after 
harvest and analyses are 
completed, NIDA saidO 
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Race becomes new flashpoint with Pelosi, Ocasio-Cortez 



Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., listens as Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell 
testifies before the House Financial Services Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, 
July 10, 2019. 


By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Corre¬ 
spondent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

debate between Alexan¬ 
dria Ocasio-Cortez and 
other House Democrats 
over migrant children in de¬ 
tention at the border was 
wrenching enough. Then it 
became about race. 

First, the freshman’s chief 
of staff compared more 
centrist Democrats to 1940s 
segregationists. Then Oca¬ 
sio-Cortez, D-NY., accused 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi of 
“singling out” her and fel¬ 
low newcomers, all women 
of color. By Thursday, the 
rhetoric escalated, over¬ 
shadowing the agenda 
and pushing House Demo¬ 
crats way off message with 
the most divisive upheaval 
since they took control 
of the chamber this year. 
Longtime lawmakers were 
stunned. 

“How dare they try to play 
the race card at this point,” 
said Rep. William Lacy 
Clay, an African-American 
Democrat from Missouri 
who faces a primary chal¬ 
lenge backed by allies of 
Ocasio-Cortez. He called 
those making the claims 


“ignorant” of racial history. 
“It shows the weakness of 
their argument. It’s damag¬ 
ing to this party and the in¬ 
ternal workings of the Dem¬ 
ocratic party.” 

Rep. John Lewis, the Civil 
Rights icon, shared his view. 
Lewis said it was “a little 
too far” for the staff mem¬ 
ber to compare lawmak¬ 


ers to segregationists. “We 
all must work together, pull 
together for the country's 
good," the Georgia Dem¬ 
ocrat said in an interview. 
“The great majority of the 
caucus membership tends 
to work together and get 
along. We need to go for¬ 
ward, not backward.” 

The problems have been 
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developing for weeks, 
mounting as Congress 
struggled to pass a bor¬ 
der funding package, but 
now may force a reckon¬ 
ing among Democrats 
that spills beyond Capitol 
Hill and into the 2020 cam¬ 
paigns. 

Late last month, tensions 
grew between liberals, in¬ 
cluding Ocasio-Cortez and 
the “squad” of three other 
freshmen, and centrists 
from the Problem Solvers, 
Blue Dog and New Demo¬ 
cratic caucuses over pro¬ 
tections for migrant chil¬ 
dren and families in deten¬ 
tion. With time ticking be¬ 
fore funding ran out — and 
lawmakers set to leave 
town for the July 4th holi¬ 
day — centrists revolted, 
forcing Pelosi to drop liber¬ 
al demands and approve 
a more modest Senate ver¬ 
sion of the bill. 

And then the fallout be¬ 
gan. “Didn't realize this 
needed to be said, but: 
you can be someone who 
does not personally harbor 
ill will towards a race, but 
through your actions still en¬ 
able a racist system. And a 
lot of New Democrats and 
Blue Dogs did that today,” 
tweeted Saikat Chakrab- 
arti, the chief of staff for 
Ocasio-Cortez. It was an 
extraordinary attack by a 
staff member on elected 
officials. 

“This is in reference to my 


comparing Blue Dogs and 
New Democrats to 1940s 
Southern Democrats,” he 
wrote in another. “South¬ 
ern Democrats enabled a 
racist system too. I have no 
idea how personally racist 
they all were. And we’re 
seeing the same dynamic 
play out now.” 

That weekend, in trying to 
tamp down the divisions, 
Pelosi dismissed the influ¬ 
ence Ocasio-Cortez and 
the squad — Reps. Ilhan 
Omar, D-Minn„ Ayanna 
Pressley, D-Mass„ and 
Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich. — 
in a Sunday newspaper 
column. But it seems to 
have only enhanced their 
stature. Allies of the four¬ 
some swiftly came to their 
defense, suggesting Pe¬ 
losi was marginalizing the 
women of color who are 
the new face of the party. 
Chakrabarti tweeted his 
own critique of Pelosi. 
Ocasio-Cortez told The 
Washington Post on 
Wednesday that “the per¬ 
sistent singling out ... it got 
to a point where it was 
just outright disrespectful 
... the explicit singling out 
of newly elected women 
of color.” In a fundraising 
email Thursday, Justice 
Democrats, the progressive 
group that recruited Oca¬ 
sio-Cortez to run for office, 
criticized Pelosi for “singling 
out four new leaders who 
are progressive women of 
color.” The group is back¬ 
ing a handful of primary 
challengers to congres¬ 
sional Democrats, aiming 
for 25. On Capitol Hill, the 
centrists got to work. Aides 
were quick to point out the 
co-chairwoman of the Blue 
Dog Coalition, Rep. Steph¬ 
anie Murphy, is a refugee 
and the first Vietnamese- 
American elected to Con¬ 
gress. Two members of the 
coalition are African Ameri¬ 
can lawmakers who lived 
through segregation. One 
of the members of the New 
Democratic Coalition, Rep. 
Terri Sewell, who is African- 
American, represents her 
hometown, Selma, Ala., as 
well as Montgomery and 
Birmingham, Alabama, 
and had reached out mul¬ 
tiple times to Ocasio-Cor¬ 
tez after the tweets, to no 
response. □ 
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Teachers union sues DeVos over embattled loan relief program 



In this Sept. 17, 2018, file photo. Education Secretary Betsy DeVos speaks during a student town hall at the National Constitution 
Center in Philadelphia. 


By COLLIN BINKLEY 
AP Education Writer 

One of the nation's largest 
teachers' unions sued the 
U.S. Education Department 
on Thursday over a federal 
program that promises to 
forgive student loans for 
public workers but has 
been beset by problems. 
The American Federation 
of Teachers filed a federal 
lawsuit in Washington al¬ 
leging that the department 
has mismanaged the Pub¬ 
lic Service Loan Forgive¬ 
ness program, violating the 
Constitution by denying 
applicants their due pro¬ 
cess rights. 

The program was created 
in 2007 and promises to 
forgive student loans for 
graduates who made 120 
monthly payments while 
working as teachers, nurs¬ 
es, police or other public 
workers. 

But just 1% of more than 
86,000 applications had 
been approved for loan 
forgiveness as of March 31, 
according to Education 
Department data, while 
thousands were told they 
had not made enough 
loan payments or were 
missing paperwork. 

The union says the Educa¬ 
tion Department routinely 
makes errors while process¬ 
ing applications and has no 
appeals process for those 
who are wronged. 

The suit targets the depart¬ 
ment and Secretary Betsy 
DeVos. 

“Public Service Loan For¬ 
giveness is a right, but Betsy 
DeVos has turned it into a 
crapshoot,” said Randi We- 
ingarten, the president of 
the union. She added that 
instead of helping borrow¬ 
ers, DeVos “has hurt and 
pauperized them.” 
Department spokeswoman 
Liz Hill says the agency does 
not comment on pending 
litigation but added that 
the department is “faith¬ 


fully administering the com¬ 
plex program Congress 
passed.” 

Joining the lawsuit are sev¬ 
eral school teachers and 
other public workers who 
say they were denied loan 
discharges because the 
department miscounted 
their loan payments or be¬ 
cause their loan servicers 
gave them inaccurate in¬ 
formation. 

The suit demands loan dis¬ 
charges for those public 
workers and says the de¬ 
partment should identify 
other errors it has made 
and create a new appeals 
process to fight rejections. 

It says the department has 
“failed to make good on 
Congress's promise, de¬ 
nying PSLF to applicants 
on arbitrary and capri¬ 


cious grounds, without any 
meaningful process to re¬ 
view erroneous decisions.” 
The program has been in 
turmoil over the last year 
amid complaints that its 
complex eligibility rules 
were never made clear. 
The deal applies only to 
certain federal loans, for 
example, and only for bor¬ 
rowers in certain repay¬ 
ment plans. 

Scores of borrowers have 
complained that they 
made 10 years of loan pay¬ 
ments in hopes of getting 
loan forgiveness, only to 
find out that they aren’t eli¬ 
gible because they didn't 
have the right type of loan 
or payment plan. 

A September 2018 report 
from the Government Ac¬ 
countability Office found 


that the department had 
failed to make the rule 
clear to borrowers or to the 
loan servicer that process¬ 
es applications. 

Congress has allotted tem¬ 
porary funding to erase 
loans for borrowers who 
were rejected only be¬ 
cause they had the wrong 
type of loan or payment 
plan, but the union says the 
department has failed to 
implement even that stop¬ 
gap program. 

Education Department 
data show that more than 
12,000 applications had 
been submitted for the 
temporary funding as of 
March, but just 3.6% had 
been approved. 

Democrats in Congress 
have blamed DeVos for 
failing to fix the program. 
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but she blames Congress 
for creating a program with 
complex rules. 

She has also said she 
doesn’t think certain types 
of jobs should be incentiv- 
ized over others. 

A group of Senate Demo¬ 
crats proposed a bill in April 
that would simplify the rules 
and expand the offer to 
more borrowers. 

Without a fix, advocates 
worry that the problem will 
only worsen. While fewer 
than 100,000 have ap¬ 
plied for forgiveness since 
the application window 
opened in late 2017, Edu¬ 
cation Department data 
show that more than 1 mil¬ 
lion have taken the initial 
steps to have their loan 
payments counted for the 
program. □ 
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Trump administration plans immigration enforcement operation 



Mony Ruiz-Velasco, center, director of PASO West Suburban Action Project, chants with 
demonstrators following a new conference outside the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
offices in Chicago, Thursday, July 11, 2019. 


By SOPHIA TAREEN and 
COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO(AP)— The Trump 
administration is moving 
forward with a nationwide 
immigration enforcement 
operation this weekend tar¬ 
geting migrant families, de¬ 
spite loud opposition from 
Democrats and questions 
over whether it's the best 
use of resources given the 
crisis at the border. 

The operation had been 
postponed by President 
Donald Trump late last 
month and would target 
people with final depor¬ 
tation orders, including 
families whose immigration 
cases were fast-tracked by 
judges in 10 major cities, 
including Chicago, Los An¬ 
geles, New York and Miami. 
It has sparked outrage 
and concern among immi¬ 
grant-rights advocates and 
lawmakers. 

“Our communities have 
been in constant fear,” Es- 
tela Vara, a Chicago-area 
organizer said Thursday at 
a rally outside the city’s 
Immigration and Custom 
Enforcement offices where 
some activists chanted 
“Immigration Not Deporta¬ 
tion!” 

The sweep remains in flux 
and could begin this week¬ 
end or later, according to 
two administration officials, 
who were not authorized to 
discuss the matter publicly 


and spoke on condition of 
anonymity. Still, the Ameri¬ 
can Civil Liberties Union 
pre-emptively filed a law¬ 
suit Thursday in an attempt 
to protect asylum seekers. 
Meanwhile, activists 

ramped up efforts to pre¬ 
pare by bolstering know- 
your-rights pocket guides, 
circulating information 

about hotlines and plan¬ 
ning public demonstra¬ 
tions. Vigils outside of de¬ 
tention centers and other 
hundreds of locations na¬ 
tionwide were set for Friday 
evening, to be followed by 
protests Saturday in Miami 
and Chicago. 


The operation is similar to 
ones conducted regularly 
since 2003 that often pro¬ 
duce hundreds of arrests. It 
is slightly unusual to target 
families, as opposed to im¬ 
migrants with criminal his¬ 
tories, but it’s not unprec¬ 
edented. The Obama and 
Trump administrations have 
targeted families in previ¬ 
ous operations. 

But this latest effort is nota¬ 
ble because of the politics 
swirling around it. 

Trump announced on Twit¬ 
ter last month that the 
sweep would mark the be¬ 
ginning of a push fo deporf 
millions of people who are 
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in the country illegally, a 
near-impossibility given the 
limited resources of ICE, 
which makes fhe arrests 
and carries out deportation 
orders. 

Then he abruptly can¬ 
celed the operation after 
a phone call with House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a 
California Democrat, while 
lawmakers worked to pass 
a $4.6 billion border aid 
package . Plus, details had 
leaked, and authorities 
worried about the safety of 
ICE officers. 

The agency said in a state¬ 
ment that it would not dis¬ 
cuss specifics about en¬ 


forcement operations. 

“As always, ICE prioritizes 
the arrest and removal of 
unlawfully present aliens 
who pose a threat to na¬ 
tional security, public safe¬ 
ty and border security,” ac¬ 
cording to the statement. 
Trump started hinting anew 
in recent days that more 
removals were coming. 
He said last weekend they 
would be starting “fairly 
soon.” 

“Well, I don’t call them 
raids,” he said. “I say they 
came in illegally and we’re 
bringing them out legally.” 
Ken Cuccinelli, the new 
head of Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, told 
CNN on Wednesday that 
the raids were “absolutely 
going to happen." 

Pelosi said she hoped the 
administration would re¬ 
consider. “Families belong 
together,” she said. 

The administration has 
been straining to man¬ 
age a border crisis , and 
some officials believe flashy 
shows of force in deporting 
families would deter others 
migrants from coming. But 
others have criticized any 
move that draws resources 
away from the border at a 
time when the Border Patrol 
is detaining four times the 
number of people it can 
hold. Also, a watchdog re¬ 
port found filthy, potentially 
dangerous conditions at 
some stations.Q 


Spanish-language reporter released from immigration custody 



In this April 3, 2018 file photo, Memphis police arrest Spanish- 
language reporter Manuel Duran during an immigration protest 
in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


By ADRIAN SAINZ 
Associated Press 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — A 

Spanish-language reporter 
who has been facing de¬ 
portation since his arrest 15 
months ago while cover¬ 
ing an immigration protest 
in Tennessee was released 
Thursday from custody as 
his case proceeds. 

Manuel Duran was re¬ 
leased from an Alabama 
detention center on a 
$2,000 bail set by U.S. Im¬ 
migration and Customs En¬ 
forcement, Southern Pov¬ 
erty Law Center attorney 
Grade Willis said. 

“I feel like I’m reborn,” Du¬ 
ran said in a statement re¬ 
leased by the center. “I am 
happy for this day. It has 
been a very difficult time 


but thanks to God, this is 
the day I waited for." 

The El Salvador native was 
arrested while covering an 


April 3, 2018, rally protest¬ 
ing immigration policies in 
Memphis. Protesters had 
blocked a street in front a 


downtown courthouse on 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King. Jr’s 
assassination. 

Protest-related charg¬ 
es were subsequently 
dropped, but Duran was 
picked up by immigra¬ 
tion agents after he was 
released from jail and de¬ 
tained. He had been held 
in facilities in Louisiana and 
Alabama since his arrest. 
U.S. Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement has said 
Duran was taken into cus¬ 
tody because he had a 
pending deportation order 
from 2007 after failing to 
appear for a court hear¬ 
ing. Duran has said he did 
not receive a notice to ap¬ 
pear in court with a time 
and date on it. Immigration 


activists and journalism or¬ 
ganizations have spoken 
against his detention. 

The Board of Immigrafion 
Appeals reopened Duran's 
case fhis week. Lawyers are 
seeking asylum, arguing 
that conditions have wors¬ 
ened for journalists in El Sal¬ 
vador and he could be in 
danger if he returns. The im¬ 
migration board acknowl¬ 
edged that conditions for 
reporters have changed 
for fhe worse in Duran's 
home country since his ini¬ 
tial deportation order, Willis 
said 

“We are certainly very ex¬ 
cited for him to be released 
from detention,” Willis said. 
“It’s taken 15 months of 
very active litigation to get 
him here. ”□ 
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Hospital fires 23 workers in case of excessive doses, deaths 



By JOHN SEEWER 
Associated Press 
TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — 

Heavy rains that inundated 
the Great Lakes region this 
spring will fuel another mas¬ 
sive algae bloom across 
parts of western Lake Erie 
later this summer, research¬ 
ers said Thursday. 

Scientists with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher¬ 
ic Administration expect 
this year’s bloom to rank 
among the top five since it 
began measuring their se¬ 
verity in 2002, according to 
their annual algae forecast 
for the lake. 

What’s not known is how 
toxic it might be or whether 
it will pose a threat for cities 
in Ohio and Michigan that 
draw their drinking water 
from the lake. 

Algae blooms that pro¬ 
duce toxins and can sicken 
swimmers and harm fish 
are becoming an increas¬ 
ing concern nationwide. 


causing water warnings this 
year from Vermont to the 
Gulf Coast. 

Environmental officials in 
New Jersey have been 
telling people to stay out 
of the state’s largest lake 
since late June and beach¬ 
es in Mississippi have been 
closed in recent weeks by 
a bloom fueled by pol¬ 
luted Midwest floodwaters 
pouring from fhe Mississippi 
River. 

Lake Erie, fhe shallowest 
and warmest of the Great 
Lakes, has been hit par¬ 
ticularly hard over the past 
decade. It was five years 
ago when a toxic bloom 
caused a two-day shut¬ 
down of drinking water in 
Toledo. 

Researchers, using a scale 
for rating the severity of the 
bloom, expect it to be a 
7.5 this year — short of the 
most severe outbreaks this 
past decade but still a sig¬ 
nificant one. □ 
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By KANTELE FRANKO Asso¬ 
ciated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

The Ohio hospital system 
where excessive painkiller 
doses were given to doz¬ 
ens of patients who died 
fired 23 nurses, pharma¬ 
cists and managers Thurs¬ 
day and said it is changing 
leadership, a sign that pro¬ 
fessional fallout from the 
scandal has expanded far 
beyond the intensive care 
doctor accused of order¬ 
ing the drugs. 

The announcement by 
the Columbus-area Mount 
Carmel Health System 
comes five weeks after 
that doctor, William Hu- 
sel, pleaded not guilty to 
murder charges in 25 of 
the deaths, marking one 
of fhe biggesf cases of ifs 
kind against an American 
health care professional. 
The newly fired employ¬ 
ees include five physician, 
nursing and pharmacy 
management team mem¬ 
bers, President and CEO Ed 
Lamb said in a statement. 
Mount Carmel said the 


In this Jan. 15, 2019 file photo, 
Carmel West Hospital is shown in 

other 18 fired were among 
the nurses and pharmacists 
who had been on adminis¬ 
trative leave during its inter¬ 
nal review. 

One employee remains 
on administrative leave, 
and 11 are being given the 
chance to return to work if 
they complete additional 
training. Lamb said. Mount 
Carmel didn’t specify 
whether those employees 
are nurses and pharma¬ 
cists who administered or 
approved the excessive 
doses. 


Expect another huge 
blob of algae on Lake 
Erie this summer 


the main entrance to Mount 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Associated Press 

Authorities have said the 
nurses and pharmacists in¬ 
volved aren’t being pros¬ 
ecuted, though dozens 
have been reported to 
their respective profession¬ 
al boards for review and 
potential disciplinary ac¬ 
tion. 

Lamb also said that he is re¬ 
signing this month and that 
Mount Carmel's chief clini¬ 
cal officer is retiring in Sep¬ 
tember, paving the way for 
new leadership that could 
“facilitate healing and help 
restore the trust of fhe com¬ 
munity.” 

Mount Carmel fired Husel in 
December and concluded 


he had ordered potentially 
fatal doses for 29 patients 
who died over the past few 
years, including five who 
might have received the 
drugs when there still was a 
chance of improving their 
conditions with treatment. 
The hospital system said six 
more patients got doses 
that were excessive but 
likely not the cause of their 
deaths. 

His lawyer in the criminal 
case has said Husel was 
providing comfort care to 
dying patients, not trying to 
kill them. 

Husel, 43, was charged with 
murder only in cases involv¬ 
ing 500 to 2000 micrograms 
of the powerful painkiller 
fenfanyl, amounts far larg¬ 
er than typical doses. 
Mount Carmel has tight¬ 
ened its drug policies and 
access and publicly apolo¬ 
gized, noting it should have 
expedited its investigation. 
It acknowledged that Husel 
wasn’t removed from pa¬ 
tient care until four weeks 
offer a concern about him 
was raised last fall, and 
that three patients died 
during those weeks after 
getting excessive doses he 


ordered. The hospital sys¬ 
tem has resolved some of 
the related wrongful death 
lawsuits, reaching nearly 
$4.5 million in settlements 
so far. 

“We are deeply sorry for 
fhe additional grief and 
frustration this has caused 
and are working to provide 
reasonable settlements 
with affected families," 
Lamb said in the statement 
Thursday. 

Twenty-two lawsuits remain 
pending. 

In new filings this week, Hu- 
sel’s lawyer in the civil cases 
again argued they should 
be put on hold because of 
fhe criminal case. 

A court magistrate previ¬ 
ously declined to halt the 
lawsuits but did block the 
plaintiffs’ lawyers from pur¬ 
suing a sworn statement 
from Husel. Lawyer Gregory 
Foliano argues that isn’t 
enough to protect Husel’s 
right to a fair trial, in part 
because plaintiffs still can 
seek information from other 
Mount Carmel employees. 
The hospital also wants the 
lawsuits put on hold and 
has filed objections to the 
magistrate’s decision.^ 
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Britain says Iranian vessels tried to block tanker in Gulf 



In this image from file video provided by UK Ministry of Defence, British navy vessel HMS Montrose 
escorts another ship during a mission to remove chemical weapons from Syria at sea off coast of 
Cyprus in February 2014. 

Associated Press 


By AYA BATRAWY 
AMIR VAHDAT 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — The British navy 
said it prevented three Ira¬ 
nian paramilitary vessels 
from impeding the pas¬ 
sage of a British oil tanker 
in the Strait of Hormuz early 
Thursday, a day after Iran’s 
president warned of reper¬ 
cussions for the seizure of its 
own supertanker. 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 
denied the allegations, say¬ 
ing if it had received orders 
to seize any ships it would 
have done so immediately. 
A U.S. aircraft was in the 
area at the time and the 
military has video imagery, 
a U.S. official said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss security matters. 
The incident came at a 
time of heightened ten¬ 
sions over Iran’s unraveling 
nuclear agreement with 
world powers, signed in 
2015. Iran recently began 
breaching uranium enrich¬ 
ment limits in response to 
the Trump administration’s 
withdrawal from the agree¬ 
ment last year and its im¬ 
position of sweeping sanc¬ 
tions. 

In recent months, the U.S. 
has sent thousands of ad¬ 
ditional troops, an aircraft 
carrier, B-52 bombers and 
advanced fighter jets to 
the region. Washington 
has blamed Iran for a se¬ 
ries of mysterious attacks 
on oil tankers — charges 
that have been denied by 
Tehran — and said it shot 
down an American mili¬ 
tary surveillance drone in 
international airspace. Iran 
said it downed the drone 
after it veered into its own 
airspace. 

The U.K. said in a statement 
that the British naval vessel 
HMS Montrose had been 
accompanying the com¬ 
mercial ship, British Heri¬ 
tage, through the narrow 
Strait of Hormuz, a crucial 
waterway for energy ship¬ 
ments . 

“HMS Montrose was forced 
to position herself between 
the Iranian vessels and Brit¬ 
ish Heritage and issue ver¬ 
bal warnings to the Iranian 
vessels, which then turned 
away," the statement said. 
“We are concerned by this 


action and continue to 
urge the Iranian authorities 
to de-escalate the situation 
in the region,” it added. 

The HMS Montrose is on a 
three-year mission at the 
British navy's support facil¬ 
ity in Bahrain, the hub of 
its naval operations east of 
the Suez Canal. 

Russia and China, both 
signatories to the nuclear 
agreement along with Brit¬ 
ain, France and Germany, 
called for restraint. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said “freedom of naviga¬ 
tion should be ensured in 
the Persian Gulf and the 
Strait of Hormuz." 

The U.S. 5th Fleet in Bahrain 
declined to comment on 
the incident. 

U.S. Central Command 
spokesman Capt. Bill Ur¬ 
ban said CENTCOM was 
aware of reports of “ha¬ 
rassment and attempts to 
interfere with” the passage 
of the British Heritage near 
the Strait of Hormuz by 
the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard’s naval forces. 
Threats to freedom of navi¬ 
gation require an interna¬ 
tional solution. Urban said. 
Maritime security risk firm 
Dryad Global described 
the British Heritage as an 
oil tanker operated by BP 
and registered in the Isle of 
Man. Lloyd's List, a publica¬ 
tion specializing in maritime 
affairs, said Shell had char¬ 
tered the ship from BP. 


Lloyd’s List said the British 
Heritage had diverted from 
its route to load its 140,000- 
ton cargo of crude at Bas¬ 
ra, Iraq, as planned on July 
4, the same day an Iranian 
supertanker was intercept¬ 
ed off Gibraltar, a British 
overseas territory. It said the 
vessel instead headed to 
Saudi waters where it had 
remained for several days. 
Since July 2, at least 20 
British-flagged ships have 
sailed through the Strait 
of Hormuz, according to 
Lloyd's List Intelligence 
data. 

BP said the company's 
“top priority is the safety 
and security of our crews 
and vessels” and thanked 
the Royal Navy for its sup¬ 
port. The British multination¬ 
al oil and gas firm declined 
to comment further. 

Shell stopped short of con¬ 
firming reports it had char¬ 
tered the British Heritage 
tanker, but told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in a statement 
that “safety is our top prior¬ 
ity." A spokesman said the 
company was monitoring 
the situation closely and 
expects all vessels it char¬ 
ters to consider relevant 
Department for Transport 
guidance on shipping in 
the area. 

The department had al¬ 
ready raised its risk assess¬ 
ment to the highest level 
for maritime security in Ira¬ 
nian waterways, according 


to Lloyd’s List. 

About 20% of all oil traded 
worldwide passes through 
the Strait of Hormuz from 
Middle East producers. Iran 
has periodically threat¬ 
ened to close the shipping 
lane if it is prevented from 
exporting its own oil. The 
U.S. sanctions have largely 
shut down its oil exports. 
Despite the latest incident, 
the overall threat level for 
non-British ships using the 
critical waterway has not 
changed significantly, said 
Jakob P. Larsen, head of 
maritime security for BIM- 
CO, the largest internation¬ 
al association representing 
ship owners. 

“With what we’ve seen 
now I’m certain trade will 
continue in the region,” 
he said from Denmark. “Of 
course ship owners will take 
their precautions, and for 
British interests those would 
probably be a little more 
comprehensive.” 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo has asked Mideast 
allies like Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 
in past weeks to contrib¬ 
ute financially and militarily 
to a Trump administration 
proposal called the Senti¬ 
nel Program — a coalition 
of nations working with the 
U.S. to preserve maritime 
security in the Persian Gulf 
and keep eyes on Iran. 

The semi-official Fars news 
agency carried a state¬ 



ment from the Iranian Rev¬ 
olutionary Guard’s navy on 
Thursday denying any inci¬ 
dent had occurred. 

“In the last 24 hours, there 
were no clashes with alien 
floats, especially British 
boats,” the statement said. 
Iran's Foreign Minister Mo¬ 
hammad Javad Zarif dis¬ 
missed the British allega¬ 
tions as “worthless," say¬ 
ing the claims “are being 
made to create tension,” 
Fars reported. 

President Hassan Rouhani 
had recently warned that 
Britain would face “reper¬ 
cussions” over the seizure 
of the Iranian supertanker 
last week. Authorities in Gi¬ 
braltar suspect the vessel 
was breaching European 
sanctions on oil shipments 
to Syria. 

Iran had also summoned 
the British ambassador over 
what it called the “illegal 
interception” of the ship. 
The operation to seize the 
Iranian tanker took place 
one week ago at the re¬ 
quest of the U.S. Gibraltar 
port and law enforcement 
agencies were assisted by 
Britain’s Royal Marines in 
the seizure. 

The tensions have increased 
since President Donald 
Trump’s decision last year 
to withdraw from the land¬ 
mark nuclear agreement 
negotiated by the Obama 
administration. Trump has 
since re-imposed crippling 
sanctions on Iran, including 
on its vital oil exports, exac¬ 
erbating an economic cri¬ 
sis that has sent its currency 
plummeting. 

Europe has been unable 
to meet Tehran’s demands 
for economic assistance to 
offset the American sanc¬ 
tions. 

In recent weeks, Iran be¬ 
gan breaching the limits 
of the deal, both on the 
stockpile of low-enriched 
uranium and the level of 
uranium enrichment. It also 
set an early September 
deadline for world powers 
to save the agreement, 
saying it would otherwise 
take a third step in going 
beyond the deal’s limits. 
Iran maintains it is justified 
in breaching the limitations 
because the U.S. already 
broke the deal with its uni¬ 
lateral withdrawal. □ 
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Crusader for Spain’s abducted babies finds biological family 



In this Monday Oct. 8,2018 file photo, Ines Madrigal speaks to journalists outside a court in Madrid, 
Spain. 


By JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 

A woman who became 
a crusader for babies ab¬ 
ducted during Spain’s 
20th-century dictatorship 
said Thursday that she has 
found her biological family 
and learned that her moth¬ 
er gave her up voluntarily. 
Ines Madrigal said that 
thanks to an American 
DNA bank she has found 
four half siblings five de¬ 
cades after her birth. 

“I have four siblings, who 
are marvelous people and 
have opened their arms to 
me,” she told a press con¬ 
ference in Madrid. “At last I 
have completed the puzzle 
of my life. Now I know who 
I am and where I come 
from." 

Last year a court ruled 
that gynecologist Eduardo 
Vela abducted Madrigal in 
1969, faking her birth by her 
adoptive parents and forg¬ 
ing official documents, only 
to clear him because the 
statute of limitafions had 
expired. 


Madrigal now says that her 
newfound relatives have 
told her that her mother 
gave her up willingly. 

That revelation appears 
likely to hurt her chances 
of getting a verdict against 
Vela when Spain’s Supreme 


Court hears her appeal to 
last year’s ruling at a future 
date yet to be determined. 
The state prosecutor’s of¬ 
fice in Madrid issued a 
statement on Thursday to 
say that given the new twist 
in Madrigal’s case it does 


Associated Press 

not consider that she was 
stolen. 

But Madrigal said she re¬ 
mains convinced that Vela 
broke the law by hiding her 
true origins. 

“He should have registered 
my birth and he did not 


do so,” Madrigal said. “He 
treated me like a puppy. 
The State never knew I ex¬ 
isted.” 

Madrigal’s case was 
Spain’s first to go to trial in 
the widespread child traf¬ 
ficking that occurred from 
the onset of the country's 
Civil War in 1936 to the 
death of dictator Gen. 
Francisco Franco in 1975. 
Most lawsuits have been 
rejected by courts for com¬ 
ing after the statute of limi¬ 
tations expired. 

Spain only started investi¬ 
gating the stolen babies 
cases a decade ago, when 
magistrate Baltasar Garzon 
opened a probe into the 
more than 30,000 children 
that were under the care 
of the right-wing regime. 
Franco's regime took away 
the children of poor fami¬ 
lies, prisoners or political en¬ 
emies, sometimes stripping 
women of their newborns 
by lying and saying they 
had died during labor. The 
children were then given to 
pro-Franco families or the 
church. □ 


Georgia will ‘wait and see’ if Putin's softer tone lasts 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Georgia’s 
president says she’ll “wait 
and see” how a debate 
in Russia about possible 
new sanctions against her 
country will pan out as she 
cautiously welcomed con¬ 
ciliatory comments from 
President Vladimir Putin as 
preferable to “threats.” 
Salome Zurabishvili spoke 
to The Associated Press in 
an interview during a break 
from a conference she 
was hosting with European 


leaders — including Euro¬ 
pean Council president 
Donald Tusk — at the Black 
Sea resort city of Batumi. 
Z“l'm here to protect my 
people, and nobody is 
going to give me a lesson 
in patriotism,” she said by 
Skype. 

But her most timely com¬ 
ments came in response to 
passing remarks this week 
by Putin, who sought to 
lower the temperature by 
rejecting calls in Moscow 
to halt money transfers 
from Georgians living in 


Russia and ban imports of 
Georgian wine and mineral 
water. 

Putin said he wouldn’t take 
such action “out of my re¬ 
spect for the Georgian 
people,” adding that he 
“wouldn’t do anything that 
would exacerbate our rela¬ 
tions.” 

In response to Putin’s re¬ 
marks, Zurabishvili replied: 
“Well, we are going to wait 
and see what is the real¬ 
ity. But I would rather have 
these comments than have 
threats."□ 



In this file photo taken on Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018, Georgian 
President Salome Zurabishvili arrives to attend her inauguration 
in Telavi, Georgia. 

Associated Press 
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Egypt arrests Mubarak supporter who criticized government 



In this Dec. 26, 2018 file photo, former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, center, arrives with his 
sons Alaa, left, and Gamal, right, to testify, in a courtroom at the National Police Academy in the 
Egyptian capital, Cairo. 


By NOHA ELHENNAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egyptian 
prosecutors Thursday 
charged the administrator 
of a Facebook page that 
supports former autocratic 
president Hosni Mubarak 
with spreading false news 
and undermining national 
interests after a post im¬ 
plied Mubarak did more 
to help Egypt’s poor than 
the current government of 
President Abdel-Fattah el- 
Sissi. 

Karim Hussein, whose Face- 
book page “I am sorry, Mr. 
President” has more than 3 
million followers, was arrest¬ 
ed Tuesday, a few days af¬ 
ter he posted video clips of 
Mubarak’s old speeches, in 
which he expressed com¬ 
passion for the poor and 
voiced his vehement op¬ 
position to lifting state sub¬ 
sidies. Mubarak was forced 
from power by a pro-de¬ 
mocracy uprising in 2011. 
The post came on the heels 
of the government’s deci¬ 
sion to raise fuel prices by 
up to 30 percent for the 
fourth time in three years 
— a move expected to in¬ 
flict further pain on Egypt’s 
middle class and poor. 

“This is not first time (Hus¬ 
sein has) published online, 
but the catastrophe hap¬ 
pened when he compared 
prices under Mubarak and 
el-Ssisi," said Gamal Eid, 


an Egyptian human rights 
lawyer. “Then, he became 
accused of spreading false 
news. In fact, it is not false 
news and he has not com¬ 
mitted any crime. He is just 
expressing his views.” 

Earlier this week, Hussein 
posted a photograph of 
Mubarak holding the tro¬ 
phy of the African Cup of 
Nations and surrounded 
by Egypt's triumphant na¬ 
tional soccer team, which 


won the African tourna¬ 
ment several times under 
Mubarak’s rule. 

The post alluded to the 
early elimination of Egypt’s 
national team from the 
current tournament, which 
Egypt is hosting. The defeat 
has been a source of em¬ 
barrassment for the Egyp¬ 
tian government, which 
had hoped that hosting 
the tournament as well as 
winning it might boost its 


Associated Press 

popularity. Egypt under 
el-Sissi has implemented 
a sweeping crackdown 
on dissent, jailing activists, 
bloggers and others under 
vague laws that criminal¬ 
ize nearly any criticism of 
authorities. Egypt’s military 
overthrew the country’s first 
elected president, an Is¬ 
lamist who proved divisive, 
in 2013. Since then, authori¬ 
ties have rolled back free¬ 
doms won in the 2011 up¬ 


rising that drove Mubarak 
from power. 

On Thursday, parliament 
voted with a sweeping 
majority in favor of a presi¬ 
dential decree extending a 
nationwide state of emer¬ 
gency for another three 
months. El-Sissi’s regime 
argues that emergency 
laws are needed to crush 
the Islamic militants he has 
been battling for several 
years, especially in the res¬ 
tive northern Sinai Peninsu¬ 
la. Human rights advocates 
complain the emergency 
laws are also used to re¬ 
press peaceful political ad¬ 
versaries. 

The High State Security 
prosecutor ordered Husse¬ 
in's detention for 15 days. 
He was also charged with 
joining a banned group 
that seeks to undermine 
the state — an allusion to 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
organization, an accusa¬ 
tion that has been recently 
brought against most critics 
of El-Sissi. 

“The fabrication of allega¬ 
tions is no longer the ex¬ 
clusive work of the police 
or the state security appa¬ 
ratus but the prosecution 
has become involved too,” 
said Eid, the rights lawyer. 
“This is very dangerous be¬ 
cause people will lose faith 
in the judiciary and this will 
take us back to pre-mod¬ 
ern times.” □ 


Libya official: Car bombs explode near LNA leaders, 4 killed 



In this June 15, 2019, file photo, a vehicle and structure is 
damaged from fighting in the region of Tajoura, east of the 
Libyan capital Tripoli. 


RAMI MUSA 
NOHA ELHENNAWY 
Associated Press 
BENGHAZI, Libya (AP) — At 

least two bomb-laden ve¬ 
hicles exploded Thursday 
near a group of Libyan Na¬ 
tional Army leaders in their 
eastern stronghold of Beng¬ 
hazi, killing four people and 
wounding 33 others and 
casting doubt on the LNA’s 
3-month-old offensive on 
Tripoli, the U.N.-backed 
government's capital. 

The spokesman for the 
Benghazi-based rival gov¬ 
ernment's Interior Ministry, 
Tarek El-Kharraz, said sev¬ 
eral senior LNA figures, in¬ 
cluding the commander 
of LNA special forces, had 
gathered in western Beng¬ 
hazi to attend the funeral 
service of a high-ranking 


military general. 

El-Kharraz said the dead 
in the attack included two 
civilians and two soldiers, 
and the wounded includ¬ 
ed civilians, army personnel 
and police. He said none 
of the military leaders was 
killed or wounded. 


Associated Press 

LNA spokesman Ahmed 
al-Mesmari said later there 
were three explosions and 
accused the U.N.-support- 
ed government of financ¬ 
ing the attackers, but pro¬ 
vided no evidence. 

Since Moammar Gadhafi's 
ouster in 2011, Libya has 


been split between rival 
governments in the east 
and the west and an array 
of militias fighting over pow¬ 
er and oil fields. The LNA, 
loyal to the rival govern¬ 
ment in the east, launched 
an offensive on Tripoli in 
April, setting off fierce fight¬ 
ing that has threatened to 
plunge the country into an¬ 
other bout of violence on 
the scale of the 2011 con¬ 
flict that ousted longtime 
dictator Gadhafi and led 
to his death. 

The LNA offensive on Tripoli 
led by Field Marshall Khali¬ 
fa Hitter has been widely 
criticized by the U.N. and 
aid agencies. Over 1,000 
people have been killed in 
the violence, most of them 
combatants but also civil¬ 
ians, and thousands have 


been displaced. Shortly af¬ 
ter the explosions Thursday, 
Hitter ordered an investiga¬ 
tion into the attack. 
According to El-Kharraz, 
the east-based govern¬ 
ment recently arrested a 
group of collaborators in¬ 
side Benghazi who were in 
touch with Tripoli-based mi¬ 
litias. During interrogation, 
they confessed that there 
were other cells of collabo¬ 
rators inside the LNA strong¬ 
hold. 

Col. Khalifa Alobiedi, a mili¬ 
tary engineer and expert 
on explosive devices pres¬ 
ent at the bomb site, said 
initial findings suggested 
the attack was caused 
by two bomb-laden cars. 
He pointed to two burnt 
vehicles about 10 meters 
(yards) apart.Q 
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Snacks: Banana Chips with shredded chicken, pork & chicken cracklings with mojito dip. 



Visit US at Casa del Mar, Playa Linda, Holiday Inn Concicrgc/iobby desk/ beach hutS F Rill Hut between Antilla & 
Palace Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Playa Linda Resort. 

For reservations call 587-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or book online at: www.ipelican-aruba.com 



N. Korea vows to respond to South’s deployment of F-35 jets 



In this March 29, 2019, photo, a U.S. F-35A fighter jet prepares to 
land at Chungju Air Base in Chungju, South Korea. 

Associated Press 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— North Korea slammed 
South Korea over its ongo¬ 
ing deployment of high- 
tech U.S. fighter jets, warn¬ 
ing Thursday that it will re¬ 
spond by developing and 
testing unspecified special 
weapons of its own to “de¬ 
stroy” the aircraft. 

The statement, which 
also urged South Korea to 
abandon its “preposter¬ 
ous illusions" for improved 
ties, comes as Seoul has 
expressed hopes that a re¬ 
cent summit between Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un will help revive dia¬ 
logue between the Koreas. 
Under its biggest-ever 
weapons purchase. South 
Korea is to buy 40 F-35 
fighter jets from Lockheed 
Martin by 2021. The first two 
arrived in March and two 
others are to be delivered 
in coming weeks, accord¬ 
ing to Seoul officials. 

The project was an¬ 
nounced in 2014 to cope 
with then rising military 
threats from North Korea, 


which was conducting an 
unusually large number of 
weapons tests. Animosities 
have gradually eased since 
last year when Pyongyang 
and Washington launched 
nuclear negotiations, but 
Seoul has been moving 
ahead with its already-ap¬ 
proved F-35 procurement. 
On Thursday, the North's 
Foreign Ministry fired off 
fresh criticism, claiming the 
second batch of F-35s is 
coming in South Korea in 
mid-July, something that 
Seoul officials won’t con¬ 
firm. 


An unidentified policy re¬ 
search director at the min¬ 
istry's Institutes for Ameri¬ 
can Studies said Seoul’s 
purchase of the U.S. jets 
was meant to “please the 
United States, their mas¬ 
ter, like eating mustard in 
tears," though Seoul knows 
well the project is an “ex¬ 
tremely dangerous action” 
that will increase military 
tensions. The director said 
North Korea has “no other 
choice but to develop and 
test the special armaments 
to completely destroy the 
lethal weapons reinforced 


Cambodia court charges 2 who 
protested gov’t critic’s murder 



Soung Neakpean, center, arrives at the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where he was charged with 
incitement to commit a felony, on Thursday, July 11, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — A court in Cambo¬ 
dia on Thursday formally 
charged two men in con¬ 
nection with protests mark¬ 
ing the third anniversary of 
the killing of a prominent 
government critic. The 
Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court brought charges of 
incitement to commit a 
felony against two of seven 
people detained this week 
in connection with the an¬ 
niversary of the July 10, 
2016, shooting of Kem Ley, 
court spokesman Kouch 
Kimlong said. The other 
detainees were released 


without charges after ques¬ 
tioning. Kem Ley was killed 
shortly after he spoke on 
radio about a report alleg¬ 


ing that Prime Minister Hun 
Sen's family had taken ad¬ 
vantage of its connections 
for financial gainO 


in South Korea.” The South 
Korean government didn’t 
immediately respond to 
the North’s statement. But 
arms procurement officials 
said the F-35 project would 
proceed as scheduled and 
that about 10 of the 40 jets 
were to be delivered by 
the end of this year. 

Despite the warning, it’s un¬ 
clear if North Korean can 
conduct a major weapons 
test any time soon because 
that would likely disrupt a 
positive atmosphere after 
the June 30 summit be¬ 
tween Trump and Kim at 
the Korean border village 
of Panmunjom. 

Though it lacked sub¬ 
stance, the impromptu 
meeting was the first be¬ 
tween Trump and Kim since 
their second summit in Viet¬ 
nam in February collapsed 


without any agreement 
due to squabbling over 
U.S.-led sanctions on the 
North, and the two leaders 
agreed to resume working- 
level nuclear talks. 

The latest statement didn’t 
criticize the U.S. directly. It 
was seen as more of a con¬ 
tinuation of North Korea’s 
sensitivity to the introduc¬ 
tion of sophisticated U.S. 
weapons on the Korean 
Peninsula, and dissatisfac¬ 
tion with Seoul since the 
Vietnam summit's break¬ 
down. South Korean liberal 
President Moon Jae-in, who 
favors a negotiated resolu¬ 
tion of the nuclear crisis, 
shuttled between Wash¬ 
ington and Pyongyang last 
year to facilitate a flurry of 
diplomacy between the 
countries. He met Kim three 
times last yearO 



STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. A FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance . 

RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 
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Guatemala court asked to block ‘safe 3rd country’ with US 



A Honduran boy, who is waiting with his family to request asylum, rests on an air mattress at 
the entrance to the Puerto Mexico international bridge in Matamoros, Tamaulipas state, Mexico, 
Friday, June 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SONIA PEREZ D. 
Associated Press 
GUATEMALA CITY (AP) — 

Three former foreign minis¬ 
ters are asking Guatema¬ 
la’s Constitutional Court to 
bar President Jimmy Mo¬ 
rales from entering into a 
“safe third country" agree¬ 
ment with the United States, 
days ahead of his visit to 
Washington announced 
Thursday. 

Such an arrangement 
would require asylum seek¬ 
ers to apply for refuge in 
the first “safe” country they 
arrive in. That means Hon¬ 
durans, Salvadorans and 
others who pass through 
Guatemala would not be 
able to go directly to the 
U.S. border and make an 
asylum claim there. 

Critics of such a deal note 
Guatemala shares similar 
conditions of poverty and 
gang violence that are driv¬ 
ing people to flee the other 
two countries of Central 
America’s Northern Trian¬ 
gle. Morales' government 
said via Twitter that he is 
expected to meet Monday 
with U.S. President Donald 
Trump and also with other 
officials to discuss security, 
immigration and economic 
matters. 

Presidential spokesman Al¬ 
fredo Brito said Morales’ 
visit is not for the purpose of 
signing a “safe third coun¬ 


try” deal. 

Two U.S. officials with knowl¬ 
edge of the matter said, 
however, that a “safe third 
country" agreement with 
Guatemala is on the table 
and the hope is to have 
a signing ceremony while 
Morales is in Washington, 
though they cautioned 
that it was not a done deal. 
The officials agreed to talk 
about the matter only on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they were not autho¬ 
rized to discuss it publicly. 


Wednesday’s court filing 
by the three former minis¬ 
ters was also signed by two 
former high-ranking diplo¬ 
mats and was made public 
Thursday. 

It seeks an injunction 
against any agreement, 
arguing that Morales would 
be misusing a 1954 conven¬ 
tion on simplified signing 
for international treaties to 
violate Guatemalan laws in 
response to pressure from 
Washington to slow a wave 
of mostly Central American 


migration toward the U.S. 
border. Noting Morales has 
just six months left in office, 
the filing says an agree¬ 
ment “would allow the cur¬ 
rent president of the repub¬ 
lic to leave the future of our 
country mortgaged, with¬ 
out any responsibility." 

It also says a possible agree¬ 
ment has not been made 
public, violating principles 
of government transpar¬ 
ency. The court filing seeks 
to include in an injunction 
Guatemalan Foreign Min¬ 


ister Sandra Jovel and In¬ 
terior Minister Enrique De- 
genhart, who have been 
involved in immigration 
and security talks with the 
United States. 

Later Thursday, former pres¬ 
idential candidate Man- 
fredo Marroquin filed a 
separate petition for an in¬ 
junction, arguing that such 
an accord would violate 
basic individual rights and 
that Guatemala cannot af¬ 
ford to receive thousands 
of asylum seekers. 

In the face of a surge of mi¬ 
grants and asylum seekers 
arriving at the U.S. border 
this year, the Trump ad¬ 
ministration has sought to 
pressure other countries in 
the region to help stop the 
flow. 

It has also wanted Mexico 
to become a “safe third 
country,” though Mexico 
has resisted such an agree¬ 
ment. 

Mexico has, however, 
cracked down on migra¬ 
tion through its territory 
including the use of thou¬ 
sands of National Guard 
troops to assist enforce¬ 
ment. It also agreed to ex¬ 
pansion of a U.S. program 
under which asylum seek¬ 
ers are returned to Mexico 
to wait while their claims 
slog through severely back- 
logged U.S. immigration 
courts.Q 


US targets Venezuela intelligence agency with sanctions 



A hearse containing the body of Navy Capt. Rafael Acosta 
leaves the morgue in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday July 10, 


By SCOTT SMITH 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— The Trump administration 
imposed sanctions Thurs¬ 
day on Venezuela's military 
intelligence agency, which 
is accused of torturing to 
death a navy captain in its 
custody. 

The latest move by the U.S. 
Treasury Department to 
pressure President Nicolas 
Maduro from power fol¬ 
lowed another round of 
negotiations in Barbados 
between Maduro's gov¬ 
ernment and opposition 
leaders aimed at ending 
Venezuela’s political crisis. 
Maduro’s spokesman, 
Jorge Rodriguez, said the 
talks moderated by Nor¬ 
way that closed Wednes¬ 
day resulted in a success¬ 
ful exchange, but gave no 


2019. 

details and it wasn’t imme¬ 
diately clear if any agree¬ 
ments had been reached. 
The U.S.-backed opposition 
is demanding early presi¬ 
dential elections, contend¬ 
ing that Maduro's re-elec¬ 
tion last year was invalid. 
Few hold out hope for the 


Associated Press 

most recent attempt at 
dialogue. Several rounds 
of talks have failed to lead 
to solutions as Venezuela's 
political and financial crisis 
has deepened in recent 
years, sparking one of the 
worst migration crises in 
Latin America’s history. 


Maduro often says he is 
willing to negotiate to end 
hostilities and bring peace 
to the South American na¬ 
tion, but the opposition 
accuses the socialist gov¬ 
ernment of using talks as 
a stalling tactic while con¬ 
tinuing to threaten, torture 
and kill political opponents. 
The Vatican extended its 
institutional prestige in 2016, 
attempting to mediate a 
dialogue that the pope lat¬ 
er said “went up in smoke,” 
placing blame on Maduro. 
A year later, a fresh round 
of talks in the Dominican 
Republic also fizzled with 
no constructive outcome. 
Meanwhile, crippling U.S. 
oil sanctions have exacer¬ 
bated a crisis marked by 
food, fuel and medicine 
shortages that sent 4 million 
people — more than 10% 


of Venezuela’s population 
— fleeing the country in re¬ 
cent years. 

The new U.S. sanctions 
target Venezuela’s Gen¬ 
eral Directorate of Military 
Counterintelligence. The 
sanctions appear to be 
largely symbolic because 
they prohibit Americans’ 
dealings with the agency, 
which likely has few al¬ 
ready. 

The agency arrested Capt. 
Rafael Acosta on suspicion 
of plotting to assassinate 
Maduro. His attorney says 
he showed signs of torture 
before dying after a court 
appearance. 

“The politically motivated 
arrest and tragic death... 
was unwarranted and un¬ 
acceptable,” Treasury Sec¬ 
retary Steven Mnuchin said 
in a statement. □ 
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The Minister of Culture declares: 

The publication of ‘The Archeology of Aruba: The Pictographs and 
Petroglyphs’ is of great value to our cultural heritage. 


ORANJESTAD - An archeological scientific catalog has 
been presented at the Archaeological museum of Aruba. 
This book is a compilation of results of the investigation 
lead by archaeologists Aad Versteeg and Harold Kelly 
based on the drawings dating from 1827 made by the in¬ 
digenous people that lived on the island. 

During the ceremony, Mrs. Ruby Eckmeyer, a representa¬ 
tive from the Ministry of Finance, Economic Affairs and 
Culture, directed her comments to the audience on 
behalf of the minister Xiomara Ruiz-Maduro stating that 
the Minister praised the way these two great archaeolo¬ 
gist teamed up to make such a wonderful publication. 

‘The Archeology of Aruba: The Pictographs and Petro¬ 
glyphs’ is a project of great value to Aruba. The minis¬ 
ter wishes that this investigative work to be of great 
input in order for Aruba to someday make it on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list. With this, we will be able to 
show the world the culture we inherited from the indig¬ 
enous people. The entire community of Aruba needs 
to be taught to protect and help conserve our cultural 
heritage. This book will give information to our future 
generations in order for them to learn to appreciate 
and enjoy our history and the drawings on the rocks. 

Eckmeyer, on behalf of the Minister of Culture thanked 
Mr. Evelino Fingal who came up with the idea of this pub¬ 
lication. Versteeg and Kelly were also thanked for their 
outstanding documentation. A special “thank you” was 
given to Fundacion 1403 sought funds for this publication. 

Works are underway to have the archaeological mu¬ 
seum open soon in order to share the rich history of our 
island to each and every one interested in our heritage.Q 
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SURRENDER TO YOUR 
EVERY CRAVING. 






As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse e*perience r elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything'' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 


The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 
m Oranjcstadr next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 
Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.619S, 


L.G, SMITH'S 
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The soundness and resilience of the financial sector in Aruba 
remained unabatedly strong in 2018 



ORANJESTAD — The Cen- 
trale Bank van Aruba (CBA) 
publishes its FINANCIAL 
SECTOR SUPERVISION RE¬ 
PORT 2018. The CBA is the 
sole supervisory author¬ 
ity of the financial sector in 
Aruba. In the Financial Sec¬ 
tor Supervision Report 2018, 
a legally mandated report, 
that has to be submitted to 
the Minister of Finance be¬ 
fore July 1st of each year, 
the CBA provides an over¬ 
view of the main activities it 
carried out and the princi¬ 
pal policy decisions taken 
to implement the supervi¬ 
sory ordinances, including 
the laws to prevent and 
combat money laundering 
and terrorist financing. 

This report also describes 
the main actions the CBA 
took to further strengthen 
the legislative and regula¬ 
tory framework. In addition 


to an outline of the recent 
developments in the inter¬ 
national supervisory land¬ 
scape, also an analysis is 
given of the most salient 
developments in the do¬ 
mestic financial sector. 

As in previous years, in 2018 


the CBA’s core supervisory 
activities consisted of pe¬ 
riodic onsite examinations 
conducted at the super¬ 
vised institutions to assess 
key risks and compliance 
with the prevailing laws 
and regulations, and ongo¬ 
ing offsite surveillance. Off¬ 


site surveillance includes 
reviewing the mandatory 
periodic financial and reg¬ 
ulatory reports filed by the 
supervised institutions at 
the CBA and holding bilat¬ 
eral meetings with them. 

Where deemed necessary, 
the CBA applies the instru¬ 
ments available to it to ef¬ 
fectively enforce compli¬ 
ance with the prevailing 
laws and regulations. In 
case it identifies a situation 
of noncompliance with 
the supervisory laws and 
regulations, it may consider 
taking formal measures. 
That decision depends on, 
among other things, the 
seriousness of the case. 
In 2018, a total of 21 for¬ 
mal measures were taken 
(9 more than in 2017). An 
administrative fine was im¬ 
posed in 14 cases, formal 
directives were issued to 
remedy the identified defi¬ 
ciencies in 5 cases, and a 
penalty charge order was 
imposed in 2 cases. 

The CBA applies a risk- 
based approach in the 
execution of its supervi¬ 
sory tasks, whereby it al¬ 
locates the largest part of 
its supervisory resources 
to the institutions and ar¬ 
eas (e.g., the loan and in¬ 
vestment portfolio, gover¬ 
nance, risk management, 
and compliance) with the 
highest risk profile. This ap¬ 
proach, together with its 
strict enforcement policy 
and its ongoing commit¬ 
ment to comply with the 
highest standards and best 
practices in the area of fi¬ 


nancial sector regulation 
and supervision, has been 
conducive to maintaining 
a very solid and reputable 
financial sector in Aruba. 

The financial sector super¬ 
vision report also shows 
clearly that in 2018, Aruba’s 
financial sector remained 
robust, profitable, and 
highly resilient to external 
shocks. The aggregated 
prudential ratios of the su¬ 
pervised sectors stayed 
within sound ranges. The 
nonperforming loan ratio 
of the commercial bank¬ 
ing sector continued its 
decreasing path, from 4.0 
percent at the end of 2017 
and standing at 3.9 percent 
at end-2018. Furthermore, 
the stress tests conducted 
on the domestic banking 
sector demonstrate that 
this sector's risk-weighted 
capital ratio and pruden¬ 
tial liquidity ratio, amount¬ 
ing to 32.2 percent and 
29.8 percent, respectively, 
at end-2018 are highly ad¬ 
equate compared to the 
applicable minimum stan¬ 
dards, to absorb significant 
external shocks. 

As in previous years, during 
2018 the CBA continued 
its efforts to strengthen the 
regulatory framework by is¬ 
suing new or revised policy 
rules and guidelines. Below 
an overview of the most 
significant developments in 
this area. 

1. Revision of the 
AML/CFT State Ordinance 
Following the gap-analysis 
conducted vis-a-vis the 
2012 FATF recommenda¬ 
tions, in the second quarter 
of 2018, the CBA drafted 
a legislative proposal to 
address the mostly techni¬ 
cal deficiencies identified. 
This proposal was submit¬ 
ted to the Government 
of Aruba in August 2018, 
which regretfully has not 
yet entered the legislative 
process. Also in light of the 
upcoming CFATF evalua¬ 
tion in 2020, it is of high im¬ 
portance that this proposal 
enters the legislative pro¬ 
cess as quickly as possible. 

Continued on Page 15 


Travel Tips 


/ieropuerto international 

Reina Beatrix 




1, When checkin gin, you will always need your valid passport, along with your tlcketp 
e-ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries; a Visa is also required. 

2. Fo i all US-bou nd depa rtu res, checkin th ree hours before you r sc h ed ul ed departure 
time. 

2. For all US-bound! flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service, 

4. For all Non US departures, check-in may vary between airlines and destinations; 
always consult your airline for more information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on, there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry In your carry-on luggage. Always check with your airline on limitations. 

7. Always check the weight Iimit of your baggage; excess weight may result In penalty 
fees. 

fi. Always label your bag s and su i tea ses with your na me, ad dress a n d ph one n umber. 

9. Always leave al I ca rry-o n items u nlocked while pass! ng th ro ugh screen! ng points to 
not cause delays if these need to be inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal items In your carry-on luggage 
until you clear security,This will help speed up the process, 

11. Rem ove shoes at c heckpoint an d pi ace In tray fo r x-ray machl n e screen! ng H 

12. All electronic items sh pul d he placed in tray o u tsid e their case for x ■ ray screeni ng. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-in baggage. When traveling to 
the US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the lf.£. Department of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint screener to 
inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process* 

16. Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects, sporting goods, guns and 
firearms, martial arts and self-defense items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 



Open daily 1 Oam to 4am [ JI. Irausquin Blvd #47 
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We're giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and 
table game players 
every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuis I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bor I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE^R CUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boulique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard \ The Market 
Shalom Body & Sou! Spa | The Collectables 
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The soundness and resilience of the financial sector in Aruba 
remained unabatedly strong in 2018 


Continued from Page 14 

2. Revised policy rule on banking license 
and admission requirements for credit institu¬ 
tions 

As of January 1,2018, a revised policy rule for li¬ 
cense and admission requirements for credit in¬ 
stitutions operating in or from Aruba came into 
force. Under this revised policy rule, the CBA 
only allows financial institutions with solid finan¬ 
cial strength and reputation, subject to com¬ 
prehensive and effective consolidated supervi¬ 
sion, to have a major shareholding in a financial 
institution established in Aruba. 

If in the CBA’s opinion the condition of com¬ 
prehensive and effective consolidated super¬ 
vision by the home country supervisor is no 
longer met, or if it has significant doubts about 
the adequacy of the solvency of the parent 
company, then the shares in the Aruban credit 
institutions must be transferred to a (pure) hold¬ 
ing company. With this revision, the CBA aims to 
prevent negative spill-over effects on the Aru¬ 
ban credit institutions. 

Implementation of this revised policy rule is still 
in the preliminary stages. 


3. Revised directives on the publication 
of the audited annual financial statements for 
credit institutions and insurance companies 
As of the reporting year 2019, based on the re¬ 
vised directives on the publication of the au¬ 
dited financial statements of credit institutions 
and insurance companies, the credit institu¬ 
tions and insurance companies are required to 
publish, among other things, their certified an¬ 
nual reports on their websites. The revision is in 
line with international standards on disclosure of 
financial information. 

In October 2018, also in preparation for the al¬ 
ready mentioned upcoming CFATF assessment 
of Aruba, the AML/CFT National Risk Assess¬ 
ment (NRA) was started, with an intensive 3-day 
workshop organized by the CBA for all relevant 
stakeholders. This important assessment is con¬ 
ducted in close cooperation with the World 
Bank and makes use of the tool developed by 
this institution. 

The NRA is divided into five different working 
groups, dealing with the following five topics: (1) 
threats; (2) vulnerabilities; (3) banking; (4) other 
financial institutions, and (5) Designated Non- 
Financial Businesses and Professions (DNFBPs). 
The CBA is the project coordinator and chairs 


working groups three and four. It also partici¬ 
pates in the other three working groups. 

The finalization of the NRA is planned for Oc¬ 
tober/November 2019, which will provide de¬ 
tailed insight into the effectiveness of the cur¬ 
rent AML/CFT framework, as well as the AML/ 
CFT risks Aruba is exposed to and identify the 
additional measures necessary to reduce these 
risks to acceptable levels. 

To conclude, the strict and consistent enforce¬ 
ment of the supervisory and AML/CFT laws and 
regulations over the years has contributed to 
maintaining a stable, reputable, and healthy 
financial system in Aruba. In addition, the CBA 
works on an ongoing basis to uphold the high¬ 
est international standards in the areas of finan¬ 
cial sector supervision and AML/CFT. 

However, in consideration of the upcoming 
CFATF assessment in 202o, swift progress needs 
to be made in the legislative area for Aruba to 
meet -to the largest extent possible- the 2012 
FATF recommendations. No room exists for fur¬ 
ther delay. 

The FINANCIAL SECTOR SUPERVISION REPORT 
2018 is available on the website of the CBA 
www.cbaruba.org as of today. □ 
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Send us Your Home Greetings Video 

ORANJESTAD - Since a while Aruba Today has a column called Aruba To Me. Read¬ 
ers are invited to send their favorite vacation picture along with a text starting with 
“Aruba to me is The column grew in popularity making the editorial depart¬ 
ment happy seeing this interaction with our readers realized. 

It is wonderful to share the moments of joy of our readers who are vacationing 
here, but we can also imagine that there are people home who stayed behind 
and who are being missed. Aruba Today would like to give the opportunity to you 
as an appreciated reader to send a live greeting to your beloved ones that stayed 
behind. It can be your parent, child, sister, brother, neighbor who takes care of the 
cat, friends... name it. Now is your chance, send us your Home Greetings Video! 

What Do You Do 

The only thing you need to do is record a short (maximum 1 minute) video 
with a greeting to home from Aruba and send it to email news@arubatoday. 
com. Also please write your name and where you are from as well as how 
long you will be staying in Aruba. We will post your video on the Facebook 
page of Aruba Today! 



Ponb/d Athnrt. He Wrofe * 

Aruba to me Is... 
Celebration of 
Friendship 1 .! 

rthrtl ceWdlM r»ie R&g Day to^etner wtlh 
good htandL [hoy met a t»ccid<] nyn n r Itw 
MfJflOlt Sul Osb cxxJ It** mandjnjp H 
tenemd arffy v*n Uraw I hen a\ fl*# kora 
CHrtTj ftom home. 



Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other materials, you give per¬ 
mission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its 
affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for pro¬ 
motional purposes without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook page! Thank you for sup¬ 
porting our free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy reader every day 
again.Q 
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A radar device, top, is seen 
during second inning action 
in the Atlantic League All-Star 
minor league baseball game, 
Wednesday, July 10, 2019, in 
York, Pa. 

Associated Press 

‘Robot 

umpires’ 

debut in 

independent 

Atlantic 

League 

By ROB MAADDI 
AP Sports Writer 
YORK, Pa. (AP) — “Robot 
umpires” have arrived. 

The independent Atlan¬ 
tic League became the 
first American professional 
baseball league to let a 
computer call balls and 
strikes Wednesday night 
at its All-Star Game. Plate 
umpire Brian deBrauwere 
wore an earpiece con¬ 
nected to an iPhone in his 
pocket and relayed the 
call upon receiving it from 
a TrackMan computer 
system that uses Doppler 
radar. He crouched in his 
normal position behind the 
catcher and signaled balls 
and strikes. “Until we can 
trust this system 100%, I still 
have to go back there with 
the intention of getting a 
pitch correct because if 
the system fails, it doesn’t 
pick a pitch up or if it reg¬ 
isters a pitch that’s a foot- 
and-a-half off the plate 
as a strike, I have to be 
prepared to correct that,” 
deBrauwere said before 
the game. 

Continued on Page 23 





Williams reaches 11th 
Wimbledon final 

United StajSgSena Williams reacts as she 
plays Cz^Sn'R^Sgjpi’s Barbora Strycova in 
a WomenTsemifinal singles match on day 
ten of thS Wimfc>t§£lon Tennis Championships 
in London, Thursday, July 11, 201§ 
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‘Not about 24': Williams to face Halep in Wimbledon final 


United States' Serena Williams returns to Czech Republic's Barbora Strycova during a women’s singles semifinal match on day ten 
of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2019. 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 

— Hours before her Wim¬ 
bledon semifinal, Serena 
Williams spent some time 
deep in thought and ar¬ 
rived at a couple of con¬ 
clusions. 

For one thing, she shouldn’t 
focus too much on trying 
to raise her Grand Slam 
title total to 24, a number 
achieved by just one other 
player in tennis history. And 
for another, she needs to 
stay calm on the court. 

With that in mind, Williams 
went out Thursday and 
made it all look so easy, 
overwhelming Barbora 
Strycova of the Czech Re¬ 
public 6-1,6-2 in 59 minutes 
to once again put herself 
on the verge of an eighth 
championship at the All 
England Club and major 
No. 24 overall. 


“It's really not about 24 or 
23 or 25. It’s really just about 
going out there and giving 
my best effort, no matter 
what. No matter what I do, 
I will always have a great 
career,” said Williams, who 
at 37 is the oldest woman 
to reach a Grand Slam fi¬ 
nal in the professional era. 
“Like, I just kind of let it go 
this morning.” 

On Saturday, she will take 
on No. 7-seeded Simona 
Halep of Romania, a 6-1, 
6-3 winner over No. 8 Elina 
Svitolina of Ukraine under a 
cloudy sky at Centre Court. 
It’s the 11th final at the All 
England Club for Williams, 
the first for Halep, whose 
only major trophy came at 
the French Open last year. 
They’ve played each other 
10 previous times, with Wil¬ 
liams winning nine, includ¬ 
ing a three-setter at the 
Australian Open in January. 


“I respect a lot what she 
has done and what she's 
doing,” said Halep, who, 
like Williams, used to be 
ranked No. 1. “But now I 
feel stronger, mentally, fac¬ 
ing her. We will see what is 
going to happen. It's just a 
big challenge for me.” 

For anyone, really, when 
Williams is at her best. 

And after an up-and-down 
first half of the year, due in 
part to injury and illness, she 
sure does appear to have 
lifted her level consider¬ 
ably. 

Williams was limited to 12 
matches in 2019 until last 
week. After a third-round 
loss at Roland Garros on 
June 1, she stayed in France 
for medical treatment and 
finally felt pain-free while 
preparing for Wimbledon. 
“Well, if she will play like this 
in the final,” said Stryco¬ 
va, 33, the oldest first-time 


Associated Press 

Grand Slam semifinalist in 
the modern era, “it's go¬ 
ing to be very hard for Si¬ 
mona." 

After a three-set struggle 
against Alison Riske in the 
quarterfinals Tuesday, Wil¬ 
liams was dominant against 
Strycova, who was limited 
by a leg muscle problem 
that cropped up in the very 
first game. 

Strycova would repeat¬ 
edly flex or shake her legs 
between points or try to 
stretch in her sideline chair 
by pulling her right foot 
onto her left knee and 
rocking her leg. 

Not an ideal situation. Es¬ 
pecially when facing Wil¬ 
liams if she’s this dialed-in. 
Williams played cleanly, 
accumulating nearly twice 
as many winners as un¬ 
forced errors, 28-10. 

She was at her usual court¬ 
covering best, which 


helped limit Strycova to 10 
winners. “I just need to ... 
relax and do what I can 
do,” Williams said, referring 
again to her deep thoughts 
from the morning. 

“I was calm today," she 
said, then rolled her eyes 
and added: “It's a day-to- 
day basis with me. We all 
know that. I’m far from per¬ 
fect.” 

Williams has been this close 
to adding to her title to¬ 
tal before: In 2018, her first 
season back on tour after 
the birth of her daughter, 
Olympia, Williams reached 
the finals at Wimbledon 
and the U.S. Open but lost 
each time. 

That has left her Grand Slam 
total at 23, a record for the 
professional era that she 
established when she won 
the 2017 Australian Open 
while pregnant — but one 
fewer than Margaret Court 
accumulated while playing 
part of her career against 
amateur competition. 

At the All England Club, she 
was beaten by Angelique 
Kerber. At Flushing Mead¬ 
ows, she was outplayed by 
Naomi Osaka in a match 
that descended into chaos 
after Williams was docked 
a game for a heated argu¬ 
ment with the chair umpire. 
She said in a first-person es¬ 
say she wrote for Harper's 
Bazaar that she met with 
a therapist and wrote to 
Osaka to apologize for the 
whole episode. 

A rare show of emotion 
from Williams on Thursday 
could have been the semi¬ 
final’s turning point. 

Ahead 2-1 in the first set 
while Strycova served at 30- 
all, Williams sailed a back¬ 
hand return way long and 
let out a cry of “Aaaaah!” 
Maybe that got her going. 
Williams seized seven points 
in a row and 16 of 20 to 
close out that set. 

Halep seemed headed for 
a long day when her semi¬ 
final against Svitolina be¬ 
gan with a pair of games 
encompassing 32 points 
across 20 minutes. Five of 
the first 11 points lasted at 
least 10 strokes: two went 
23. 

Soon enough, though, Ha¬ 
lep was in control. 

Now comes a tougher task: 
beating Williams.O 
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Roberto Diaz shoots 62 to 
take John Deere Classic lead 


SILVIS, III. (AP) — Roberto 
Diaz shot a 9-under 62 on 
Thursday to take the first- 
round lead in the John 
Deere Classic. 

Playing in the final group of 
the day off the first tee, the 
32-year-old Mexican play¬ 
er birdied four of the first 
five holes, eagled the par- 
5 10th and birdied three of 
the last five in fhe bogey- 
free round af TPC Deere 
Run. He fook the lead with 
a 12-foot birdie putt on the 
par-3 16th. 

“I just feel that everything 
clicked,” Diaz said. “I’ve 
been playing pretty solid 
throughout the year. The 
driver has been awesome. 
I’ve been hitting a lot of 
fairways, and today I hit 
good numbers all day, and 
that helps." 

Winless on the PGA Tour, 
Diaz tied for eighth at the 
Travelers Championship 
last month. 

Americans Adam Long 
and Russell Henley were 
two strokes back. Martin 
Laird was another stroke 
back at 65 with Ryan 
Palmer, Andrew Landry, 
Vaughn Taylor, Zack Such- 
er and Ryan Blaum. 

Long, who got his first ca¬ 
reer win earlier this season 
at the Desert Classic, had 
eight birdies — four on the 
front nine and four on the 
back nine. 

Henley has missed the 
weekend cuts in his last 
four straight starts. But he 
highlighted an impressive 
birdie run by drilling a 55- 
foot putt on the par-3 7th 
hole. Scotland's Laird, who 
skipped his national tour¬ 
nament this week in an 
effort to boost his playoff 
positioning, followed up a 
65 to close out last week’s 
event in Minnesota with 
birdies on five par 4s on 
Thursday. 

Palmer, the second-highest 
ranked player in the FedEx 
Cup standings in the field 
at No. 22, returned from a 
month-long family vaca¬ 
tion with a strong round. 
Palmer was somewhat in¬ 
consistent on his front nine 
before rallying for three 
birdies in a five-hole stretch. 
“Stress-free today, it felt 
like. Being off for four 


weeks, traveling the world 
a little bit was fun. But I just 
came into the week just 
wanting to get my game 
back going for next week 
obviously,” Palmer said. 
Twenty-year-old rook¬ 
ie Matthew Wolff, who 
picked up his first career 
win at the 3M Open last 
week, opened with a 67. 
Wolff, the youngest winner 
on the tour since Jordan 
Spieth won at Deere Run 
six years ago, hit 15 greens 
in regulation and played 
bogey-free. 

“Having that PGA Tour 
card locked up is a lot of 
weight off of my shoulders,” 
Wolff said. “Everything in 
my game feels really good 
righf now.” 

Defending champion Mi¬ 


chael Kim, who set the 
tournament record at 
Deere Run a year ago by 
winning by eight shots, had 
a 73. Kim has made just five 
of 28 cuts since winning in 
the Quad Cities. 

Local favorite and past 
tournament champion 
Zach Johnson saw a streak 
of 40 consecutive rounds of 
even par or better at Deere 
Run come to an end after 
a 1-over 72. Johnson, who 
last shot over par there in 
2008, missed a long birdie 
putt that would’ve kept the 
streak alive by inches. 
“Frustrating. I mean, the 
good shots that I hit I didn't 
get anything out of it and 
the bad ones were. I'm 
scrambling a little bit,” 
Johnson said. □ 


Roberto Diaz putts on the 9th green during the first round of the 
John Deere Classic at TPC Deere Run in Silvis, III., Thursday, July 
11,2019. 

Associated Press 




DOUBLE YOUR WIN I Redeem only at Blackjack Tables, 
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Party of 5? Competitive NL Central in for taut 2nd half 



Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon, center, yells toward the Pittsburgh Pirates dugout as he is restrained by umpire Joe West and 
Cubs' Kris Bryant (17) during the fourth inning of a baseball game in Pittsburgh, Thursday, July 4, 2019. Maddon was ejected. 

Associated Press 


By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Joe 

Maddon didn’t let the free 
time created by a rare 
ejection go to waste. 
Shortly after getting tossed 
by home plate umpire Joe 
West on July 4 following an 
outburst in which the Chi¬ 
cago Cubs manager ap¬ 
peared ready to take on 
any and all comers from 
the Pittsburgh dugout af¬ 
ter taking exception to the 
way the Pirates kept pitch¬ 
ing up and in to his play¬ 
ers, Maddon retired to the 
visiting manager's office at 
PNC Park. He eased into a 
chair, opened a bottle of 
wine, flipped on the televi¬ 
sion and watched his wildly 
uneven team put the fin¬ 
ishing touches on an 11-3 
victory that avoided a four- 
game sweep. 

Veteran move. Opportuni¬ 
ties to relax over the next 
two-plus months will be 
scarce in the most compet¬ 
itive division in the majors. 
The National League Cen¬ 
tral enters the second half 
with the first-place Cubs 
and last-place Cincin¬ 
nati separated by just 414 
games, an outlier during an 
otherwise yawn-inducing 


first half in which five divi¬ 
sions reached the All-Star 
break with at least a 514- 
game gap between first 
and second. 

There are no front-runners 
in the NL Central. No room 
to breathe either, some¬ 
thing Maddon saw coming 
long ago. 

“I've been talking about 
this for the last two years 
how teams are getting bet¬ 
ter in our division,” Maddon 
said. “It’s not going to go 
away. It’s going to be really 
difficult to really separate, 
especially by the fact that 
everybody is catching up 
right now. The second half 
is going to be very similar to 
what you've seen in the first 
half." 

That’s exactly what the 
Reds had in mind when 
they retooled over the 
winter in an effort to stop 
a streak of four straight 
90-loss seasons. Cincinnati 
upgraded its starting rota¬ 
tion over the winter, added 
swagger when it acquired 
outfielder Yaisel Puig from 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
and overcame a shaky 
1-8 start to stay within strik¬ 
ing distance in a division in 
which sustained momen¬ 
tum has been nonexistent. 


“We’re in it,” Reds second 
baseman Scooter Gen- 
nett said. “It’s pretty close, 
pretty tight. There’s plenty 
of time to make a run.” 
Maybe, but that will require 
one team in the Central 
finding a way to get the 
better of fhe ofher four on a 
consistent basis. That didn’t 
happen in the first half. Mil¬ 
waukee is the only NL Cen¬ 
tral team with a winning re¬ 
cord within the division (24- 
18) but has been unable to 
create any separation. 

“It doesn’t make me com¬ 
fortable that we've been 
spotty,” Brewers manager 
Craig Counsell said. “The 
division, we haven’t, no¬ 
body has jumped out. 
Somebody will. It almost 
has to happen that some 
team is going to start play¬ 
ing really well. Nobody has 
dug a hole for themselves, 
and I think every team feels 
good about that in our divi¬ 
sion for sure." 

Firsf place, affer all, is only a 
weeklong hof streak away. 
Not so much in the NL West 
— where the Dodgers have 
smashed their way to a 
1314- game lead — or the 
NL East — where Atlanta’s 
young core has given the 
Braves a healthy six-game 


cushion over Washington. 
“You can slow it way down 
knowing that we’re only a 
few games back,” Cardi¬ 
nals infielder Paul deJong 
said. 

“Today’s important, so 
we're focusing on today. 
We're not thinking, ‘Oh, 
we're 714 back and we've 
got to win 10 in a row.' All 
of a sudden you’re thinking 
10 games ahead and not 
focusing on winning today. 
For us, with the small deficit 
or small lead, every game’s 
important so it locks us in 
the now." 

And leaves each team 
with some interesting deci¬ 
sions to make as the trade 
deadline approaches. 

The resilient Pirates entered 
the break just 214 games 
behind the Cubs despite 
having 80% of its starting 
rotation spend time on the 
injured list at some point. 
All-Star first baseman Josh 
Bell's breakout season has 
helped. So has the impact 
of rookie outfielder Bryan 
Reynolds and rookie infleld- 
er Kevin Newman. 

“We feel like we're here for 
the fight,” Bell said. “We’re 
ready for it. I like the guys 
that we have. We trust our¬ 
selves to be celebrating at 



the end of fhe season.” 
Then again, so does every¬ 
one else, which is one of 
the reasons the Central is 
so competitive. No one is 
rebuilding or transitioning 
from one core fo the next. 
“Each of us has our flaws, 
buf there's a deep level 
of talent in this division, 
and you do, you have five 
teams that their ambition 
is to make the postsea¬ 
son,” Pittsburgh general 
manager Neal Huntington 
said. “That’s not the case in 
some of the other divisions. 
That’s not criticism. Teams 
cycle in and cycle out. It's 
part of the industry. It's part 
of the game. It's been part 
of the game for decades.” 
So have pennant races. The 
Central's figures to go right 
down to the wire as it did a 
year ago, when Chicago 
and Milwaukee needed a 
163rd game to determine 
a division winner. The Brew¬ 
ers emerged and eventu¬ 
ally reached the National 
League Championship Se¬ 
ries. The Cubs had to settle 
for a wild-card berth. 

There may not be any sort 
of consolation prize for the 
runner-up this time around. 
The four teams running be¬ 
hind Chicago are as close 
to the division lead as they 
are to the second wild 
card, leaving all five clubs 
potentially vying for one 
postseason spot. 

It’s why Maddon — whose 
job status is tenuous at best 
just three years removed 
from leading the Cubs to 
their first World Series victo¬ 
ry in more than a century — 
wants his players to buckle 
up and block out the noise. 
“You have to circle the 
wagons at some point,” 
Maddon said. “Because 
today’s world, the way the 
speed of information and 
the way it's generated 
and the vitriol that's carried 
with it and the promotion 
of vitriol, you’ve got to get 
beyond that at some point 
and you have to insulate 
yourself.” 

And are they circled in Chi¬ 
cago? 

“They're circled,” Maddon 
said with a smile. “Circled." 
Considering what the Cubs 
are up against in baseball's 
tightest division, they better 
be.Q 
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AP source: Russell Westbrook going to Rockets for Chris Paul 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook and James 
Harden are together again, 
and Chris Paul is leaving 
Houston to make that re¬ 
union happen. 

A person with knowledge 
of the situation says the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
have traded Westbrook 
to the Houston Rockets for 
Paul in a swapping of top 
point guards. The Thun¬ 
der also are getting first- 
round picks in 2024 and 
2026, plus the right to swap 
first-rounders in two other 
seasons, according to the 
person who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity Thursday 
because the trade has not 
been announced. ESPN first 
reported the agreement. 
Paul is a nine-time All-Star, 
Westbrook an eight-time 
selection. Paul has 9,181 
career assists, the most 
among active players. 
Westbrook has 138 triple¬ 
doubles, tied with Magic 
Johnson for second-most 
in NBA history behind only 
Oscar Robertson’s 181. 
Both members of Houston's 
new glitzy backcourt are 
recent MVPs: Westbrook 
won it in 2017, Harden won 
it in 2018. And the trade 
means that the NBA’s two 
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In this Monday, May 5,2014 file photo, Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook (0) drives 
against Los Angeles Clippers guard Chris Paul (3) in the first quarter of Game 1 of the Western 
Conference semifinal NBA basketball playoff series in Oklahoma City. 

Associated Press 


highest scorers over the last 
five seasons — Harden with 
11,958 points, Westbrook 
with 10,025 — are now 
teammates. Westbrook 
and Harden were Thunder 
teammates for three sea¬ 
sons, the last of those be¬ 
ing the 2011-12 campaign 
when that duo and Kevin 
Durant took Oklahoma 
City to the NBA Finals. They 
lost in five games to LeBron 
James, Dwyane Wade and 
the Miami Heat, and Hard¬ 
en departed that summer 
for Houston — where he’s 


been an All-Star ever since. 
But when the Thunder 
agreed last week to trade 
Paul George to the Los An¬ 
geles Clippers — in a move 
that essentially sealed 2019 
NBA Finals MVP Kawhi 
Leonard’s decision to leave 
Toronto for the Clippers — it 
became clear quickly that 
Westbrook would be on 
the move as well. And this 
trade, when completed, 
will mean that Thunder 
general manager Sam 
Presti has added eight first- 
round picks to the team’s 


stockpile in the last week 
or so. Oklahoma City got 
five first-round future selec¬ 
tions as part of the George 
trade. The Thunder are get¬ 
ting two more in this trade, 
and got a 2020 first-round 
pick in the deal completed 
earlier this week that sent 
Jerami Grant to Denver. 

It's the latest bold transac¬ 
tion in a wild offseason of 
movement that already 
saw Leonard become the 
first reigning Finals MVP 
change teams in the off¬ 
season after winning that 


award, Anthony Davis get 
traded from New Orleans to 
the Los Angeles Lakers, All- 
Star point guards like Kyrie 
Irving (Boston to Brooklyn), 
Kemba Walker (Charlotte 
to Boston) and D’Angelo 
Russell (Brooklyn to Golden 
State) change teams, Du¬ 
rant leave the Warriors for 
Brooklyn, Jimmy Butler go 
from Philadelphia to Miami 
in a sign-and-trade, Al Hor- 
ford move from Philadel¬ 
phia from Boston. 

“Craziest NBA summer by 
far,” longtime NBA guard 
Jamal Crawford tweeted. 
Paul and Harden were 
teammates for two seasons 
in Houston. The Rockets 
had a 3-2 lead over Gold¬ 
en State in the 2018 West¬ 
ern Conference finals when 
Paul injured a hamstring, 
and the Warriors rallied 
to win that series in seven 
games on the way to the 
NBA title. This past season, 
Houston was ousted in the 
second round by the War¬ 
riors. 

The 34-year-old Paul is 
owed roughly $125 million 
over the final three years 
of his contract, including 
a $44.2 million option for 
2021-22. Westbrook, who 
turns 31 early next season, is 
owed $171 million over the 
final four years of his exist¬ 
ing dealO 


Steve Strieker lead suspended Senior Players 


AKRON, Ohio (AP) — Steve 
Strieker topped the Bridge¬ 
stone Senior Players Cham¬ 
pionship leaderboard at 5 
under with a hole to play 
Thursday when the first 
round was suspended for 
the day because of light¬ 
ning and rain. 

Coming off a victory two 
weeks ago in the U.S. Se¬ 
nior Open at Norte Dame, 
Strieker had a hole-in-one 
on the 184-yard, par-3 sev¬ 
enth at Firestone Country 
Club. 

Play was suspended at 
12:55 p.m., and called for 
the day at 5:05 p.m. after 
just over an inch of rain 
soaked the course. Strieker 
was in the middle of the 
18th fairway, facing a 140- 
yard shot on the par-4 hole, 
when play was stopped. 
He was set to resume play 



Steve Strieker chips on to the 16th green during the first round of 
the Bridgestone Senior Players golf tournament, Thursday, July 
11, 2019 in Akron, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


at 7 a.m. Friday. “Bummed 
that we didn’t get to finish 
because that meant we 
could have slept in a little 
bit tomorrow, and then 
now we'll have to get out 
here just to hit that shot,” 
Strieker said. “Hopefully, 
just one putt. And then we 
won’t tee off until 1 p.m. 
Maybe go back and I don’t 
know what we’ll do — kill 
time, eat breakfast a few 
times or something. Yeah, 
it would have been nice to 
finish." 

Strieker is seeking his third 
straight major victory on 
the PGA Tour Champions, a 
run that began with the Re¬ 
gions Tradition. He’s playing 
the 50-and-over event in¬ 
stead of going for a fourth 
victory at the John Deere 
Classic on the PGA Tour. 

“I wish they were different 


weeks so I could play them 
both, but I decided to 
come here,” Strieker said. 
“I’m happy I'm here and 
I’m not second-guessing 
my decision at all." 

Paul Goydos was second 
at 2 under after five holes. 
Ken Duke shot a 1-under 
69. John Daly (8 holes), Jay 
Haas (15 holes), Duffy Wal¬ 
dorf (12 holes), Wes Short 
(10 holes), Miguel Angel 
Jimenez (8 holes), Lee Jan- 
zen (5 holes), Corey Pavin 
(5 holes) and Bart Bryant (3 
holes) also were 1 under. 
Bernhard Longer was even 
par after six holes. He won 
the tournament three 
straight times from 2014 
through 2016. Defending 
champion Vijay Singh was 
1 over with two holes left. 
Strieker used a 7-iron on the 
aceO 
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Teuns wins Tour de France Stage 6, Ciccone takes race lead 


By JOHN LEICESTER 
AP Sports Writer 
CHAMPAGNEY, France 
(AP) — Two Tour de France 
rookies stole the show on 
the first mountain stage, 
with Dylan Teuns of Belgium 
winning Stage 6 and Giulio 
Ciccone of Italy taking the 
overall race lead on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Geraint Thomas, the de¬ 
fending champion, also 
rode strongly, going some 
way to answer questions 
about his fitness after he 
crashed out of the Tour de 
Suisse in June. 

Thomas rode in fourth 
at the top of the terrible 
climb to the Planche des 
Belles Filles ski station in the 
woody Vosges mountains 
of eastern France. 

But the severity of the as¬ 
cent, with a final 24% in¬ 
cline and an unpaved sec¬ 
tion that kicked up clouds 
of dust, torpedoed other 
main contenders for overall 
victory in Paris on July 28. 
Some riders were so ex¬ 
hausted at the top that 
race workers had to help 
them stay upright on their 
bikes after they crossed the 
line. 

One of the big losers of the 
day was French rider Ro- 
main Bardet, a podium fin¬ 
isher in 2016 and 2017, who 
cracked and rode in 1 min¬ 
ute, 9 seconds after Thom¬ 
as. Fie suffered the added 
indignity of having his chain 
jump on the line, immobiliz¬ 
ing him. 

Now 2:08 behind Thom¬ 
as overall, Bardet will be 
hard-pressed to make up 
that deficit on even harder 
climbs to come in the Alps 
and Pyrenees. 

Vincenzo Nibali, the 2014 
Tour champion from Italy 
who also won the stage to 
La Planche des Belles Filles 
that year, came undone 


this time. Fie lost 51 seconds 
to Thomas on the climb 
and is well down the overall 
rankings in 20th place, 1:07 


behind Thomas. 

Teuns and Ciccone, both 
racing their first Tour, were 
rewarded for their enter¬ 
prise and endurance on 
the climb and for having 
been part of a breakaway 
of 14 riders that sped away 
from the pack early in the 
160.5-kilometer (100-mile) 
trek from Mulhouse that 
took the Tour up six climbs 
before hitting the last and 
hardest one. 

At the top of that final as¬ 
cent, Teuns and Ciccone 
were the two survivors of 
their breakaway group. 


fighting head-to-head for 
the win. 

Ciccone cracked first on 
the eye-poppingly steep 


incline, as Teuns cranked 
on ahead of him to the line. 
“It was really hard. A man- 
to-man fight," Teuns said. “I 
finished it off. It was amaz¬ 
ing.” 

But Ciccone got a delight¬ 
ful consolation prize, in the 
shape of the yellow jersey. 
“It’s an incredible day. I 
can’t grasp what's hap¬ 
pening,” the Italian said. 
Flaving raced in the Giro 
d’Italia in May, where he 
won a stage, the 24-year- 
old came to the Tour to 
bank some experience. 
The yellow jersey was never 


in his plans. “It's strange but 
super good,” he said. 

The last three riders to hold 
the yellow jersey at the top 


of the Planche des Belles 
Filles all went on to win in 
Paris: Bradley Wiggins in 
2012; Nibali in 2014; Chris 
Froome in 2017. 

But Ciccone doesn't ex¬ 
pect to follow in their foot¬ 
steps. 

Flis Trek-Segafredo team is 
built around Australian rider 
Richie Porte, who also got 
dropped by Thomas but 
limited the damage, riding 
in just 9 seconds after the 
Welshman. 

Another sign that Thomas 
isn’t hampered by his crash 
in June was that he also fin¬ 


ished ahead of Egan Ber¬ 
nal, his teammate at Ineos 
who could yet become 
one of his main challengers 


for the Tour title. 

Overall, Thomas climbed 
to fifth overall, 49 seconds 
behind Ciccone and leap¬ 
frogging Bernal, in sixth 
and now 4 seconds behind 
Thomas. “It was a decent 
day,” Thomas said. 

The previous wearer of the 
iconic yellow jersey, French 
rider Julian Alaphilippe, 
did everything he could to 
keep it, battling up the as¬ 
cent, through the dust. 

But Alaphilippe fell just 6 
seconds short, losing the 
race lead he first took on 
Stage 3.Q 



Belgium's Dylan Teuns celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the sixth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 160 
kilometers (100 miles) with start in Mulhouse and finish in La Planche des Belles Filles, France, Thursday, July 11, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Boxing champ Lebedev retires after fights fall through 


MOSCOW (AP) — Former world cruiserweight 
boxing champion Denis Lebedev retired on 
Thursday aged 39 after a lengthy and color¬ 
ful career. 

Lebedev won the interim WBA cruiserweight 
title in 2011 against James Toney, and suc¬ 
cessfully defended it eight times to 2017. 

“The time has come to leave elite sport,” he 
said on Instagram. 

“As a real man, husband and father, I must 


focus on my big family and try to give as 
much attention as possible to those closest 
to me.” 

Fie also held the IBF belt in 2016, winning it 
from Victor Emilio Ramirez before losing it to 
fellow Russian Murad Gassiev seven months 
later. 

Known for entering the ring in Russian para¬ 
trooper uniform, Lebedev finishes with a 32-2 
win-loss record, 23 by knockout. 


Flis defeat to Guillermo Jones in 2013 was lat¬ 
er changed to a no-contest when the Pana¬ 
manian failed a drug test. 

Lebedev had been hoping to fight the then- 
unified cruiserweight champ Oleksandr Usyk, 
but the Ukrainian moved up to heavyweight 
in March. 

A planned fight with France’s Arsen 
Goulamirian collapsed last week. 

Lebedev hasn’tfought since last NovemberO 







‘Robot umpires' 


Continued from Page 17 

It didn’t appear deBrau- 
were had any delay re¬ 
ceiving the calls at first, but 
players noticed a big differ¬ 
ence. 

“One time I already had 
caught the ball back from 
the catcher and he sig¬ 
naled strike,” said pitch¬ 
er Daryl Thompson, who 
didn’t realize the technol¬ 
ogy was being used until 
after he disagreed with a 
call. 

Infielder L.J. Mazzilli said a 
few times hitters who struck 
out lingered an extra sec¬ 
ond or so in the batter’s 
box waiting on a called 
third strike. 

“The future is crazy, but it’s 
cool to see the direction 
of baseball," said Mazzilli 
a son of former big league 
player and manager Lee 
Mazzilli. 

The umpires have the ability 
to override the computer, 
which considers a pitch a 
strike when the ball bounc¬ 
es and then crosses the 
zone. TrackMan also does 
not evaluate checked 
swings. 

Former big leaguer Kirk 


Nieuwenhuis doesn’t like 
the idea of giving umps 
veto power. 

“If the umpire still has dis¬ 
cretion, it defeats the pur¬ 
pose," said Nieuwenhuis, 
who batted .221 with 31 
homers in 978 at-bats with 
the Mets, Angels and Brew¬ 
ers. 

About 45 minutes before 
first pitch, the public ad¬ 
dress announcer directed 
fans to look up at the black 
screen hanging off the face 
of the upper level behind 
the plate and joked they 
could blame the computer 
for any disagreements over 
calls. “This is an exciting 
night for MLB, the Atlantic 
League, baseball gener¬ 
ally,” said Morgan Sword, 
MLB's senior vice president 
of economics and opera¬ 
tions. “This idea has been 
around for a long time and 
it’s the first time it's been 
brought to life in a compre¬ 
hensive way." 

The experiment with radar¬ 
tracking technology to call 
balls and strikes was origi¬ 
nally expected to begin at 
the start of the season but 
experienced some delays. 
Atlantic League President 
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Home plate umpire Brian deBrauwere, left, wears an earpiece as Liberty Division's Tyler Ladendorf, 
right, of the High Point Rockers, swings at a pitch from Freedom Division's Mitch Atkins, of the York 
Revolution, during the first inning of the Atlantic League All-Star minor league baseball game, 
Wednesday, July 10, 2019, in York, Pa. 


Rick White said it's going to 
be implemented league¬ 
wide over the next few 
weeks. 

“After that, we’re relatively 
confident that it's going 
to spread through orga¬ 
nized baseball,” White said. 
“We're very excited about 
what this portends not only 
for our league buf for the 
future of baseball. What 
we know is technology can 


help umpires be more ac¬ 
curate and we’re commit¬ 
ted to that. We think the 
Atlantic League is being a 
pioneer for all of the sport.” 
Sword said MLB hasn't re¬ 
ceived much pushback 
from umpires. 

“One of our focuses is nof 
to replace the umpire,” 
Sword said. “In fact, we're 
trying empower the umpire 
with technology. The home 


Associated Press 

plate umpire has a lot more 
to do than call balls and 
strikes and he’s going to 
be asked to do all of that. 
We’re in touch with our um¬ 
pires' union and this is the 
first step of the process." 
DeBrauwere had no issue 
with it. “This is just another 
plate job and I just get a lit¬ 
tle help on this one so I feel 
very relaxed going into this 
one,” he said. □ 


Jim Bouton, ex-Yankees pitcher 
and ‘Ball Four’ author, dies 


GREAT BARRINGTON, Mass. 
(AP) — Jim Bouton, the 
former New York Yankees 
pitcher who shocked and 
angered the conservative 
baseball world with the 
tell-all book “Ball Four,” has 
died. He was 80. 

Bouton’s family said he 
died Wednesday af the 
Great Barrington home 
he shared with wife Paula 
Kurman. He fought a brain 
disease linked to demen¬ 
tia and was in hospice 
care. Bouton also had two 
strokes in 2012. Published in 
1970, “Ball Four” detailed 
Yankees great Mickey 
Mantle's carousing and 
the use of stimulants in the 
major leagues. Bouton’s 
revealing look at baseball 
off the field made for eye¬ 
opening and entertain¬ 
ing reading, but he paid a 
big price for the best-seller 
when former teammates 
and players and execu¬ 


tives across baseball ostra¬ 
cized him for exposing fheir 
secrets. He wasn’t invited 
to the Yankees’ Old-Timers’ 
Day until 1998. Throwing so 
hard that his cap often flew 
off his head, Boufon was 
21-8 with six shutouts in 1963 
— his second season in the 
majors and his only year 
as an All-Star — and went 
18-13 with four more shut¬ 
outs in 1964. The Yankees 
lost the World Series both 
years, with Bouton losing 
his lone start in 1963 in New 
York’s loss to the Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers and winning 
twice the following year in 
the Yankees' loss to the St. 
Louis Cardinals. 

Bouton injured his right arm 
in 1965, going 4-15 that sea¬ 
son, and saw limited action 
the next three seasons with 
New York. He worked on 
“Ball Four” in 1969, a season 
spent with the expansion 
Seattle Pilots and Houston 


Astros, his fastball replaced 
by a knuckleball as he tried 
to prolong his career. 
Bouton was a television 
sportscaster in New York 
City with WABC and WCBS, 
wrote other books, ap¬ 
peared in the 1973 movie 
“The Long Goodbye” and 
starred in a 1976 CBS sit¬ 
com based on “Ball Four” 
that lasted only five epi¬ 
sodes. He and a former 
teammafe developed Big 
League Chew, a bubble 
gum alfernative fo tobac¬ 
co. 

Born in Newark, New Jer¬ 
sey, Bouton was raised in 
New Jersey and the Chi¬ 
cago area. He pitched at 
Western Michigan Univer¬ 
sity before signing with the 
Yankees in 1958. He made 
it to the majors in 1962, go¬ 
ing 7-7, but didn’t appear 
in the Yankees’ World Se¬ 
ries victory over the San 
Francisco Giants. □ 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2009 file photo. Former New York 
Yankees pitcher Jim Bouton signs copies of the Associated 
Press book “New York Yankees 365,” in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Trump accuses big tech of bias against conservative voices 



President Donald Trump speaks during the “Presidential Social Media Summit” in the East Room of the White House, Thursday, July 
11, 2019, in Washington. Associated Press 


By KEVIN FREKING and 
MARCY GORDON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump said 
Thursday that big tech 
companies must not be al¬ 
lowed to censor the voices 
of the American people on 
social media, even as he 
hailed conservative critics 
for using the platforms to 
get around the “fake news 
filter.” 

Trump has weaponized so¬ 
cial media to eviscerate 
opponents and promote 
himself. He convened 
Thursday’s White House “so¬ 
cial media summit” of like- 
minded critics of Big Tech, 
excluding representatives 
from the very platforms he 
exploits. 

Earlier Thursday, Trump sent 
a stream of Twitter mes¬ 
sages lashing out at social 
media companies and the 
press, familiar targets that 
resonate with his conserva¬ 
tive base. 

The meeting represented 
an escalation of Trump’s 
battle with companies like 
Facebook, Google and 
even his preferred com¬ 
munications outlet, Twitter. 
The president has claimed, 
without evidence, that the 
companies are “against 
me” and even suggested 


U.S. regulators should sue 
them on grounds of anti¬ 
conservative bias. 

In remarks to the partici¬ 
pants, whom Trump called 
“online journalists and in¬ 
fluences,” Trump said, 
“You’re challenging the 
media gatekeepers and 
corporate censors to bring 
the truth to the American 
people.” 

“You communicate direct¬ 
ly with our citizens without 
going through the fake 
news filter,” he said. 

Trump signaled tough ac¬ 
tions ahead by his admin¬ 
istration against big tech 
companies. 

The firms already are under 
closer scrutiny than ever 
by regulators and in Con¬ 
gress following a stream of 
scandals including Face- 
book’s lapses opening the 
personal data of millions of 
users to Trump's 2016 cam¬ 
paign, and a bipartisan 
push for new data privacy 
legislation has emerged in 
Congress. Regulators at the 
Justice Department and 
the Federal Trade Commis¬ 
sion are pursuing antitrust 
investigations of Facebook, 
Google, Apple and Ama¬ 
zon. 

Trump’s volley of Twitter 
messages Thursday had 
familiar targets — “certain 


companies,” the press and 
his Democratic rivals — that 
have proven resonance 
with his political base. The 
president predicted, with¬ 
out foundation, the demise 
of the press and the social 
media platforms if he loses 
to a Democrat in 2020. He 
hailed himself as “so great 
looking and smart, a true 
Stable Genius!” 

A “big subject” of the sum¬ 
mit would be “the tremen¬ 
dous dishonesty, bias, dis¬ 
crimination and suppres¬ 
sion practiced by certain 
companies,” Trump said in 
his tweets. 

“We will not let them get 
away with it much longer,” 
he said. 

Among the conservative 
organizations expected 
to participate in the White 
House meeting are Turn¬ 
ing Point USA, a nonprofit; 
PragerU, short for Prager 
University, which puts out 
short videos with a conser¬ 
vative perspective on poli¬ 
tics and economics; the 
Media Research Center; 
and the Heritage Founda¬ 
tion, a Washington think 
tank. 

Accusations commonly 
leveled by conservatives 
against the social media 
platforms include anti- 
religious bias, a tilt against 


Associated Press 

abortion foes and censor¬ 
ship of conservafive politi¬ 
cal views. 

Trump has made it a priority 
to reach out to voters who 
oppose abortion. The anti¬ 
abortion groups Live Ac¬ 
tion and Susan B. Anthony 
List say Twitter has blocked 
their advertising. By policy, 
Twitter prohibits paid ads 
with content “that is inflam¬ 
matory or provocative and 
is likely to evoke a strong 
negative reaction." 

Donald Trump Jr. weighed 
in on the subject Wednes¬ 
day, tweeting, “Twitter: We 
won't allow pro-life groups 
like @LiveAction fo run ads 
on our ‘platform’ & if you’re 
a conservative we might 
ban you for 1st Amend¬ 
ment protected speech 
that we arbitrarily deem 
‘offensive.’” 

While some Silicon Valley 
company executives may 
lean liberal, they have as¬ 
serted that their products 
are without political bias. 
Representatives for Face- 
book, Google and Twitter 
have declined to com¬ 
ment specifically on the 
White House meeting. The 
Internet Association, the in¬ 
dustry’s major trade group 
representing Facebook, 
Google and dozens of oth¬ 
er companies, said online 


platforms “are the best tool 
for promoting voices from 
all political perspectives in 
history.” 

“Internet companies are 
not biased against any po¬ 
litical ideology, and conser¬ 
vative voices in particular 
have used social media to 
great effect,” the group's 
president Michael Becker- 
man said in a statement 
Thursday. “Internet com¬ 
panies depend upon their 
users’ trust from across the 
political spectrum to grow 
and succeed.” 

Facebook has banned ex¬ 
tremist figures such as Alex 
Jones of Infowars and Louis 
Farrakhan of the Nation of 
Islam. Twitter has banned 
hate speech on the basis 
of someone's race, gender 
and other categories. Twit¬ 
ter broadened its policy 
this week to include ban¬ 
ning language that dehu¬ 
manizes others based on 
religion, and the company 
said it may also ban similar 
language aimed at other 
groups, such as those de¬ 
fined by gender, race and 
sexual orientation. 

“I’ve never seen evidence 
of tech firm bias againsf 
conservatives,” said Rep. 
David Cicilline, D-R.l., who 
has been sharply critical of 
the big companies for rea¬ 
sons of fheir market domi¬ 
nance and effect on com¬ 
petition. He leads a House 
Judiciary subcommittee 
that has opened a biparti¬ 
san probe into the tech gi¬ 
ants’ market conduct. 

“If someone wanfs fo show 
me some empirical dafa, 
instead of some alt-righf 
member’s paranoid claims, 
I’d appreciate it,” Cicil¬ 
line said in a statement 
Wednesday. 

Trump has an estimated 61 
million followers on Twitter 
and uses the platform al¬ 
most daily to speak directly 
to his followers. He has a 
knack for tweeting outra¬ 
geous, divisive or tongue- 
in-cheek missives that spur 
frenzied reactions from the 
mainstream press. 

At the same time, Trump 
has accused Twitter, with¬ 
out evidence, of making 
it “very hard for people to 
join me” and “very much 
harder for me to get out 
the message.”□ 
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Dow Jones industrials cross 27,000 points for first time 


By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

Technology and big health 
care sector companies 
helped drive stocks higher 
on Wall Street in midday 
trading Thursday, pushing 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average above 27,000 for 
the first time. 

The Dow's milestone comes 
a day after the S&P 500 in¬ 
dex briefly climbed above 
3,000 for the first time and 
the Nasdaq composite 
closed at an all-time high. 
The three major indexes 
were on track to close at 
all-time highs Thursday. 

The market shook off a 
two-day slide earlier this 
week and has been trend¬ 
ing higher as investors have 
grown more confident that 
the Federal Reserve may 
cut interest rates for the first 
time in a decade as soon 
as the end of this month. 
On Wednesday, Fed Chair¬ 
man Jerome Powell said 
that many Fed officials be¬ 
lieve a weakening global 
economy and rising trade 
tensions have strength¬ 
ened the case for a rate 
cut. The remarks came as 
Powell gave testimony be¬ 
fore the House Financial 
Services Committee. 

New data showing con¬ 
sumer prices rose in June 
from a year earlier wasn’t 
expected to give the 
Fed reason to reconsider 
whether it should lower 
rates, if necessary. Infla¬ 
tion has remained muted 
through much of the econ¬ 
omy’s 10 year expansion, 
which Powell has said cited 
as a justification for poten¬ 
tially lowering rates. 



In this July 5, 2019, file photo trader Benjamin Tuchman works at the New York Stock Exchange in 
New York. 


Chipmaker Nvidia led the 
technology sector higher, 
climbing 4.4%. 

Cigna, CVS Health and Unit¬ 
edHealth Group topped 
the gainers in the S&P 500 
after the White House with¬ 
drew a drug rebate plan 
that had aimed to reduce 
the cost of medications for 
people on Medicare by 
shifting rebates from insur¬ 
ers and distributors to pa¬ 
tients. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 

500 rose 8 points, or 0.3%, to 
3,001 as of 12:06 p.m. East¬ 
ern Time. 

The Dow gained 199 points, 
or 0.7%, to 27,059. The Nas¬ 
daq composite rebounded 
after a brief slip, climbing 
0.3%. Major stock indexes in 
Europe fell. 

THE QUOTE: “With the mar¬ 
kets at 27,000 on the Dow 
and 3,000 on the S&P, 


they're baking in that a 
deal gets done with China, 
that the Fed cuts rates and 
remains dovish and then 
earnings and guidance 
come in better than ex¬ 
pected,” said Sean Lynch, 
managing director of equi¬ 
ties at Wells Fargo Private 
Bank. “We get a hiccup in 
any one of those, you’ll see 
a little bit of a pullback in 
the market.” 

SECTOR BY SECTOR: Retail¬ 
ers and other consumer- 
focused companies also 
notched gains. Lowe's Cos. 
rose 1.6%. Kohl’s added 
1.2%. Banks also helped 
lift the market. They got 
a boost from a pickup in 
the yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note, which rose 
to 2.10% from 2.06% late 
Wednesday. When bond 
yields rise, they push inter¬ 
est rates on mortgages 
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and other loans higher, 
making them more profit¬ 
able for lenders. Goldman 
Sachs Group gained 1.8%. 
Despite the gains for big 
health care companies, 
the sector was down over¬ 
all. Merck & Co. dropped 
3.5%. Energy stocks were 
the biggest laggard. Ci- 
marex Energy dropped 1%. 
Real estate and materials 
stocks also fell. 

Real estate and utilities 
stocks also took losses, a 
sign that investors were 
shifting money away from 
less risky assets. 

EARNINGS PICTURE: Trad¬ 
ers also weighed a mix of 
corporate earnings reports. 
Delta Air Lines and aviation 
maintenance company 
Air notched gains after 
their latest quarterly results 
topped Wall Street's fore¬ 
casts. Bed Bath & Beyond 


and Fastenal slumped on 
disappointing results. 
Corporate earnings will 
keep investors busy starting 
next week, when S&P 500 
companies begin report¬ 
ing results for the April-June 
quarter. 

Companies have been 
lowering expectations 
for how much profit they 
made in the quarter. Wall 
Street now projects that 
overall S&P 500 company 
earnings for the quarter 
fell 2.6% from a year ear¬ 
lier, according to FactSet. 
As recently as the end of 
March, earnings were fore¬ 
cast to be down only 0.5%. 
This could be the first time 
in three years that S&P 500 
companies report a back- 
to-back decline in overall 
earnings. 

DRUG REBATE PLAN 
SCRAPPED: Drugstore 

chains rose after President 
Donald Trump withdrew 
a drug rebate plan that 
aimed to reduce the finan¬ 
cial bite of costly medica¬ 
tions for people on Medi¬ 
care. The once-highly pro¬ 
moted plan from Health 
and Human Services Sec¬ 
retary Alex Azar ran into 
opposition within the White 
House. The pushback grew 
after the nonpartisan Con¬ 
gressional Budget Office 
estimated the plan would 
have little impact on man¬ 
ufacturer prices and would 
cost Medicare $177 billion 
over 10 years because it 
would lead to higher pre¬ 
miums subsidized by tax¬ 
payers Cigna surged 11.6%, 
CVS Health gained 5.5% 
and UnitedHealth climbed 
5.1%..a 


Powell again signals Fed is prepared to cut interest rates 


By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Chairman Je¬ 
rome Powell, testifying for 
a second day before Con¬ 
gress, is delivering the same 
message: that the central 
bank is prepared to cut in¬ 
terest rates to support the 
economy, raising hopes 
that the first reduction in 
its key policy rate in a de¬ 
cade could happen later 
this month. 

Powell’s prepared testi¬ 
mony to the Senate Bank¬ 


ing Committee on Thursday 
was identical to the remarks 
he delivered Wednesday 
before the House Finan¬ 
cial Services Committee on 
Wednesday. 

“Uncertainties around 
trade tensions and con¬ 
cerns about the strength 
of the global economy 
continue to weigh on the 
U.S. economic outlook,” 
Powell said in his opening 
comments. Powell’s re¬ 
marks on Wednesday sent 
stocks surging as investors 
believed the Fed chairman 


was sending his strongest 
signal yet that the Fed was 
ready to cut its policy rate, 
which currently stands in a 
range of 2.25% to 2.5%. 

The Fed raised rates four 
times in 2018, drawing 
the ire of President Don¬ 
ald Trump, who has called 
the central bank clueless 
by pursuing needless rate 
hikes that have slowed 
economic growth and de¬ 
pressed stock gains. Much 
of Trump’s criticism has fo¬ 
cused on Powell, his choice 
as Fed chairman. The presi¬ 


dent has said he has the mote him, something that 
power to fire Powell or de- legal experts dispute.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Close-fitting 
5 Swat 

9 Reverberate 
13 Sharpener 

15 Singer Perry 

16 Exhibition 

17 Join forces 

18 Turbulence 

20 Neighbor of 
Calif. 

21 Mario _ 
Peebles 

23 Inclines 

24 Royal decree 

26 Stolen 

27 Singer & 
songwriter King 

29 Someone else 
listed in a will 

32 Theater 
walkway 

33 Greek letter 
35 Janitor’s item 

37 Camembert kin 

38 Swimming spots 

39 Egg on 

40 Place 

41 Mr. Castro 

42 Kind of ID 

43 Bundle of 
energy 

45 _ up; arranged 
in twos 

46 Frazier foe 

47 Jeer at 

48 Husband or 
wife 

51 Billboards 

52 “Silent night, 
holy night, 

55 Friendly 
58 Man’s name 

60 Waggish 

61 Bean curd 

62 Waterbirds 

63 Track-and-field 
event 

64 On the _ with; 
not speaking to 

65 Busy buzzers 

DOWN 

1 Have nothing to 
do with 
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2 Zero 

3 Brown or Rice 

4 Comprehend 

5 Very little 

6 Yule fuel 

7 French friend 

8 Sniping 
remarks 

9 Manor & the 
land around it 

10 Facial feature 

11 Owl’s comment 

12 Just bought 
14 Rail against 
19 Luau greeting 
22 Part of a 

blackjack 
25 _ out; 
distribute 

27 Uber 
alternatives 

28 Televised 

29 Jailbird’s room 

30 Significance 

31 Way to go? 

33 Hoopla 

34 Gardening tool 
36 Poke at roughly 


38 Olive stuffing 

39 Cowboy wear 

41 Quiz answer 

42 Stopped for a 
bit 

44 Nothingness 

45 Cushion 

47 Anklebone 

48 Con job 


49 Tiny skin 
opening 

50 _ in a while; 
periodically 

53 Take to 

54 Fewer 

56 Debtor’s note 

57 Nautical term 
59 Stroke 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc, 
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Koko, the chimpanzee hangs from a railing in a special 
compartment at the Skopje zoo, in Skopje, North Macedonia, 
Thursday, July 11,2019. 

Associated Press 

Skopje zoo’s chimp returns after 
recovering from depression 


By KONSTANTIN TESTORIDES 
Associated Press 
SKOPJE, North Macedonia 
(AP) — Koko the chimpan¬ 
zee, once a star in Skopje’s 
zoo, has returned home 
after spending 10 years in 
the Netherlands recovering 
from depression, the zoo 
says. 

Koko was reunited with his 
keeper. Dragon Trajkovski, 
on Thursday, who said he 
was overjoyed to see the 
chimp again. 

“It was a joy I cannot de¬ 
scribe,” the 49-year-old 
told The Associated Press. 
“After 10 years, Koko rec¬ 
ognized me. We touched 
each other, he turned his 
back for a little scratching 
and pursed his mouth in a 
chimp kiss." 

Koko was born in the zoo of 
North Macedonia's capital 


Skopje in 1995. His mother 
died of tuberculosis two 
years later, and the young 
chimp began suffering 
from depression and lone¬ 
liness. Trajkovski tried par¬ 
enting him but for years his 
condition did not improve. 
Eventually a Netherlands- 
based animal rescue 
group. Animal Advocacy 
and Protection, was con¬ 
tacted and Koko was trans¬ 
ferred to their facilities in 
the Netherlands in 2009 to 
recover. 

After 10 years at the AAP 
facility, Koko returned to 
Skopje along with three 
other chimpanzees who 
will be keeping him com¬ 
pany: 57-year-old Mimmi, 
and Hiasl and Rosi, both 38. 
All three were treated by 
AAP after suffering years of 
mistreatment. □ 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $ 16k 
Oceanview $ 15k 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7000 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B OV $ 10k 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@cwiciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Extill 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


y-i like us on 

Ijfacebook 


Facebook.com/anibatoclay/ 


HEALTH 



DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Centraal Tel. 585 8077 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



July 16 

Freedom of the Seas 


July 17 

Monarch 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Greek find called earliest sign of our species out of Africa 



This image provided by the University of Tuebingen in Germany shows the Apidima 1 partial 
cranium fossil, right, with a piece of rock still attached, and its digital reconstruction from a 
posterior view, middle, and a side view, left. 


By MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Scien¬ 
tists say they’ve identified 
the earliest sign of our spe¬ 
cies outside Africa, a chunk 
of skull recovered from a 
cave in southern Greece. 

Its estimated age is at least 
210,000 years old, making it 
16,000 or more years older 
than an upper jaw bone 
from Israel that was report¬ 
ed last year. It shows our 
species began leaving Afri¬ 
ca much earlier than previ¬ 
ously thought, researchers 
reported Wednesday. 

The travelers to Greece 
evidently left no descen¬ 
dants alive today. Other 
research has established 
that the exodus from Africa 
that led to our worldwide 
spread didn’t happen un¬ 
til more than 100,000 years 
later. The new work is the 
latest sign of earlier, dead¬ 
end exits from the conti¬ 
nent where Homo sapiens 
evolved. The fossil, from the 
rear of a skull, was actually 
found decades ago — ex¬ 
cavated in the late 1970s 


from the Apidima Cave in 
the southern Peloponnese 
region of Greece and later 
kept in a University of Ath¬ 
ens museum. 

“Not a lot of attention was 
paid to it,” said Katerina 
Harvati of the University of 
Tuebingen in Germany, 
who was invited to study 
the fossil. 

Harvati and others report 
the results of their analy¬ 
sis in the journal Nature. 


To establish the age, they 
analyzed bits of bone from 
the fossil. To identify what 
species it came from, the 
researchers compared a 
virtual reconstruction to the 
shapes of fossils from known 
species. 

Harvati said finding evi¬ 
dence that our species had 
reached Greece by that 
time was initially a surprise, 
though in hindsight “it’s not 
that difficult to imagine that 


Associated Press 

it would have happened.” 
Eric Delson of Lehman Col¬ 
lege in New York, who did 
not participate in the study, 
said the discovery was 
somewhat surprising but 
that southeastern Europe 
“makes a lot of sense” for 
a finding that old. Now the 
question is what happened 
to these people, he said. 
Did Neanderthals out-com- 
pete them? 

But some other scientists 


are not convinced the fos¬ 
sil’s reported age and iden¬ 
tification are correct. 
Warren Sharp, an expert on 
dating fossils at the Berke¬ 
ley Geochronology Center 
in California, said the age 
of 210,000 years is “not well 
supported by the data.” 

Ian Tattersall of the Ameri¬ 
can Museum of Natural 
History in New York called 
the case for identifying the 
fossil as H. sapiens “pretty 
shaky.” Its shape is sugges¬ 
tive, but it’s incomplete 
and it lacks features that 
would make the identifi¬ 
cation firmer, he said in an 
email. 

In response, Harvati said 
the back of the skull is very 
useful for differentiating H. 
sapiens from Neanderthals 
and other related species, 
and that several lines of 
evidence support the iden¬ 
tification. 

At a press conference, 
Harvati said it’s not clear 
whether scientists will be 
able to recover DNA or 
proteins from the fossil to 
confirm its identity,Q 



This computer graphics image released by the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) shows the Hayabusa2 spacecraft 
above the asteroid Ryugu. 


Japan says space probe landed 
on asteroid to get soil sample 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — A Japanese 
spacecraft landed on a 
distant asteroid on Thurs¬ 
day and collected under¬ 
ground samples that scien¬ 
tists hope will provide clues 


Associated Press 

to the origin of the solar 
system billions of years ago, 
Japan’s space agency 
said. 

The Hayabusa2 spacecraft 
had created a landing 
crater on the rocky aster¬ 
oid in April by dropping a 


copper impactor. It landed 
inside that crater on Thurs¬ 
day and collected samples 
that scientists believe con¬ 
tain valuable data unaf¬ 
fected by space radiation 
and other environmental 
factors. 

Hayabusa2 is the first 
spacecraft to successfully 
collect underground sam¬ 
ples from an asteroid. A 
similar mission is planned by 
the U.S. National Aeronau¬ 
tics and Space Administra¬ 
tion on another asteroid, 
Bennu. 

The Japan Aerospace Ex¬ 
ploration Agency, or JAXA, 
said data show Hayabusa2 
touched down and rose 
safely after collecting the 
samples. The moment the 
success was announced in 
the command center, ev¬ 
eryone stood up, cheered 
and applauded. 

“It was a success, a big suc¬ 
cess," said Takashi Kubo¬ 
ta, a Hayabusa2 project 
member. “We achieved 
success in all scheduled 


procedures.” JAXA said the 
samples have been safe¬ 
ly placed in a container, 
which will be moved to a 
capsule for secure storage. 
“We obtained pieces of 
the history of the solar sys¬ 
tem. We took a historic 
step,” said Yuichi Tsuda, 
the Hayabusa2 project 
manager. “Nobody has 
collected and brought 
home underground mate¬ 
rials from anywhere further 
than the moon.” 

Asteroids are rocky rem¬ 
nants left over from the for¬ 
mation of the solar system. 
With one of its most critical 
missions now finished, the 
next task is to get Hayabu- 
sa2 to safely return to Earth 
with the samples, Tsuda 
said. 

The asteroid, named Ryugu 
after an undersea dragon 
palace in a Japanese folk¬ 
tale, is about 300 million ki¬ 
lometers (180 million miles) 
from Earth. Hayabusa2 is 
expected to leave the as¬ 
teroid later this year and 


return home at the end 
of next year. The asteroid, 
about 900 meters (yards) 
in diameter, is extremely 
rocky on its surface and has 
signs organic compounds, 
scientists say. 

Hayabusa2 made a similar 
landing at another location 
on the asteroid in February 
and collected topsoil sam¬ 
ples. 

The spacecraft started its 
gradual descent to the 
asteroid on Wednesday. 
In the final landing phase 
Thursday, it hovered at a 
height of 30 mefers (100 
feef) and quickly found ifs 
landing marker leff from 
the earlier mission. 

The landing was a chal¬ 
lenge for Hayabusa2 be¬ 
cause of the risk of get¬ 
ting hit by dust and debris 
remaining at the crater, 
Kubota said. JAXA plans to 
send the spacecraft close 
to the asteroid again as 
early as next week to ex¬ 
amine the landing site from 
above.. □ 
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Blanco Brown has the next country rap hit with ‘The Git Up’ 



This July 5, 2019 photo shows Blanco Brown during a photo session in Nashville, Tenn. Brown, who 
is signed to a Nashville record label, has been mixing country and rap sounds for years. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Af¬ 
ter “Old Town Road” kicked 
off a trend of country-trap 
this year, Blanco Brown felt 
the timing was just right for 
his dance hit “The Git Up.” 
Brown, who grew up in 
Atlanta, has been living 
in both musical worlds his 
entire life. His mom played 
him OutKast and Jodeci, 
but he’d spend summers 
with his aunt in rural Butler, 
Georgia, where he’d hear 
mostly Johnny Cash and 
Tim McGraw. 

“Later on when I was about 
23, 24, I started recording 
country records," 34-year- 
old Brown said. “And my 
friends would tell me, ‘Man, 
you're black. You know 
you can’t do no country 
records.”’ Brown kept work¬ 
ing on his combination of 
hip-hop and country, which 
he likes to call “trailer trap,” 
while also songwriting and 
working as a vocal produc¬ 
er for Grammy-winning acts 
like Fergie and Monica. His 
music caught the atten¬ 
tion of BBR Music Group, a 
Nashville-based record la¬ 
bel with artists like Jason Al- 
dean and Zac Brown Band, 
which put out his self-titled 


EP in May. His songs com¬ 
bine trap music styles such 
as 808 drum machines, ag¬ 
gressive synths and tempo 
with melodic strings, lap 
steel and guitar and lyr¬ 
ics about Southern culture. 
He was experimenting with 
a different tuning on the 
lap steel when he came 
up with the twang that he 
looped throughout “The Git 
Up,” which has shot to No. 


1 on Billboard’s Hot coun¬ 
try songs chart in just five 
weeks. He named the song 
after a saying he heard 
from his childhood. 

“I remember growing up in 
the hood and my grand¬ 
mother saying, ‘Ya'II better 
git up and do ya’II work,” 
Brown said. 

The song, which is No. 16 
on the all-genre Hot 100 
chart, became viral similar 


to “Old Town Road” on the 
social media app TikTok, 
where people have recre¬ 
ated Brown's dance moves 
or added their own dances 
and tagged it to #TheGi- 
tUpChallenge. “It felt so 
fine and I was like, ‘Peo¬ 
ple got to dance to this,”’ 
Brown said. 

Brown said “Old Town 
Road,” which is spending 
its 14th consecutive week 


on top of the Hot 100 chart, 
opened a lot of people’s 
ears to the music he’s been 
passionate about. 

“People heard that record 
and they were just look¬ 
ing for something close to 
it,” Brown said. “The whole 
time I had been building 
my sound and I was like, 
‘It’s in the same vein.’ So 
that just gave me like a 
sense of ‘OK, there is an ap¬ 
petite for this.'” 

But unlike Lil Nas X, Brown’s 
song has not been re¬ 
moved from Billboard’s 
country charts. He said he 
wasn’t concerned about 
anyone saying it wasn't 
country enough. 

“People are gonna try to 
criticize it, but if you take 
away the 808s, then you 
got traditional country," 
Brown said. While “The 
Git Up” is popular online, 
Brown's label is just now 
making an official push to 
get the song played on 
country radio. Brown said 
that music fans are a lot 
more open to new sounds 
and mixing of genres than 
ever before. “You hear it at 
the club. You hear it at the 
after parties,” Brown said. 
“Why not be the artist that 
does it wholeheartedly?”^ 


Taylor Swift shakes off drama with fun concert performance 



Singer Taylor Swift performs at Amazon Music’s Prime Day 
concert at the Hammerstein Ballroom on Wednesday, July 10, 
2019, in New York. 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — In her first 
public appearance since 
discovering her masters 
were in the hands of some¬ 
one she’s not a fan of, Tay¬ 
lor Swift didn't directly ad¬ 
dress the issue, but she did 
play music from that rich 
catalog, including songs 
from her groundbreaking 
sophomore album to her 
first full-blown pop project 
to her latest title. 

There was one moment, 
though, where Swift may 
have called out Scooter 
Braun and Scott Borchetta 
on Wednesday night when 
she headlined Amazon Mu¬ 
sic’s Prime Day Concert in 
New York City. When sing¬ 
ing her final song, the up¬ 
beat hit “Shake It Off," she 
was extra loud as she ut¬ 
tered the words: “Liars and 
the dirty, dirty cheats of the 
world.” 


Some viewers on social me¬ 
dia felt like Swift was throw¬ 
ing shade, but the pop star 
seemed to shake off the 
drama with a fun, enter¬ 
taining performance that 
came two weeks after she 


Associated Press 

wrote that she was sad and 
grossed out that her music 
catalog now belongs to 
Braun, who she accuses of 
subjecting her to years of 
incessant and manipula¬ 
tive bullying. 


Swift's die-hard fans were 
as loud as ever Wednes¬ 
day, erupting before she hit 
the stage at the Hammer¬ 
stein Ballroom, chanting 
her name minutes before 
opened her set with a col¬ 
orful performance of the 
song “ME!” 

She sang tunes from all 
of her albums except her 
2006 self-titled debut and 
2010's “Speak Now.” She 
strummed her guitar while 
she sang “Delicate" from 
“reputation” and “Wel¬ 
come to New York” from 
“1989,” which won the 
Grammy for album of the 
year. She reminded the 
audience she was a for¬ 
mer country singer before 
performing “Love Story” 
from “Fearless," which also 
won the top Grammy prize. 
And she whipped her head 
back and forth as she belt¬ 
ed “I Knew You Were Trou¬ 
ble” from her “Red” album. 


Swift sang her “You Need 
to Calm Down” live for 
the first time at the event, 
which also featured per¬ 
formances by singers SZA, 
Dua Lipa and Becky G. On 
the song Swift addresses 
her own haters but also 
calls out those who attack 
the LGBTQ community. It 
will appear on her new 
album, “Lover," to be re¬ 
leased Aug. 23. 

“It's really, sort of, a love let¬ 
ter to love itself. And I think 
that love is such an inspir¬ 
ing thing to write about,” 
she said of the upcoming 
album. “Love is complex¬ 
ity. Love is struggle. Love 
is pain. Love is joy. Love is 
hope. Love is equality." 
Emmy-winning actress Jane 
Lynch hosted the event, 
which featured clips of Am¬ 
azon Prime programming 
between performances, 
from “The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel” to “Jack Ryan.'O 
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‘Lion King’ returns but it’s 
harder to feel the love 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

Life moves in a circle, “The 
Lion King” tells us, and, in¬ 
creasingly, so does studio 
moviemaking. 

Close on the heels of “live- 
action" remakes of “Alad¬ 
din" and “Dumbo” and on 
the precipice of a reborn 
“The Little Mermaid," "The 
Lion King” is back, too. 
Round and round we go. 


Cue Savannah sunrise. Cue 
“Naaaants ingonyama 
bagithi baba!” 

The remakes have them¬ 
selves been a mixed bag 
offering some combina¬ 
tion of modern visual ef¬ 
fects, fresh casting and 
narrative tweaks to catch 
up more dated material to 
the times. Don’t count on 
a new “Song of the South,” 
but much of the Disney li- 
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This image released by Disney shows characters, from left, Zazu, voiced by John Oliver, and 
young Simba, voiced by JD McCrary, in a scene from “The Lion King.” 


brary will soon have been 
outfitted with digital clothes 
for the Internet era. 

It's easy to greet these re¬ 
makes both cynically and a 
little eagerly. In the case of 
“The Lion King,” the songs 
are still good, the Shake¬ 
spearean story still solid. 
And, well, Beyonce’s in it. 
And yet Jon Favreau’s “The 
Lion King,” so abundant 
with realistic simulations of 
the natural world, is curious¬ 
ly lifeless. The most signifi¬ 
cant overhaul to an other¬ 
wise slavishly similar retread 
is the digital animation 
rendering of everything, 
turning the film's African 
grasslands and its animal 
inhabitants into a photo-re¬ 
alistic menagerie. The Dis¬ 


ney worlds of cartoon and 
nature documentary have 
finally merged. 

It’s an impressive leap in 
visual effects, which includ¬ 
ed Favreau, cinematog¬ 
rapher Caleb Descehanel 
and VFX chief Rob Legato 
making use of virtual-real¬ 
ity environments. Some of 
the computer-generated 
makeovers are beauti¬ 
ful. Mufasa, the lion king 
voiced again by James 
Earl Jones, is wondrously re¬ 
gal, and his mane might be 
the most majestic blonde 
locks since Robert Redford. 
And the grass stalks of the 
pride lands shimmer in the 
African sunlight. 

But it's a hollow victory. By 
turning the elastic, dynam- 


Associated Press 

ic hand-drawn creations 
of Roger Allers and Rob 
Minkoff’s 1994 original into 
realistic-looking animals, 
“The Lion King” has great¬ 
ly narrowed its spectrum 
of available expressions. 
Largely lost are the kinds 
of characterization that 
can flow from voice actor 
to animation. (Think of how 
closely fused Tom Flanks 
is with Woody in the “Toy 
Story” movies.) Here, most 
of the starry voice actors 
(including Donald Glover 
as the grown-up lion prince 
Simba, Beyonce as the old¬ 
er lioness Nala and Chiwe- 
tel Ejiofor as the villainous 
Scar) feel remote from their 
characters. And, in many 
cases, so do we.Q 


3 vehicles owned by Elvis Presley going 
up for auction 



This photo provided by GWS Auctions shows a motorcycle that 
belonged to Elvis Presley. 


Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Elvis 
Presley fans can take to the 
road in his personal stretch 
limousine, on his last motor¬ 
cycle or in a pickup truck if 
they have the money, an 
auction house announced 
Wednesday. Kruse GWS 
Auctions said the items will 
be part of its Artifacts of 
Hollywood auction on Aug. 
31. Presley drove the white- 
on-white 1973 Lincoln Con¬ 
tinental stretch many times 
around Memphis, Tennes¬ 
see, Kruse said. It features 
an old-school TV and other 
amenities. There are photos 
showing “the King” driving 
the car he was in when he 
stopped at a car accident 
in Memphis in 1976. 

The auction house said a 


1976 Harley Davidson FLH 
1200 Electro Glide motor¬ 
cycle was the last motorcy¬ 
cle Presley ever purchased. 
He transported it from Cali¬ 
fornia to Memphis and sold 
it 90 days before he died in 

1977 at age 42. The Harley 
has been on display at the 
Pioneer Auto Museum in 
Murdo, South Dakota, since 


Associated Press 

the late 1980s. The third Pre¬ 
sley vehicle is one of three 
GMC pickups that Presley 
purchased in 1967 for his 
Circle G Ranch in Missis¬ 
sippi. Two years later, his 
father, Vernon, sold them 
back to the same dealer¬ 
ship, the auction house 
said. It has undergone a to¬ 
tal restoration. □ 
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Gay square dancers add new spin to centuries-old dance style 



This July 4, 2019 photo shows dancers move around the floor during the International Association 
of Gay Square Dance Clubs annual convention in Philadelphia. 


By NATALIE POMPILIO 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — There 
wasn’t a crinoline in sight 
as 850 square dancers at 
the International Associa¬ 
tion of Gay Square Dance 
Clubs opened its annual 
convention last week in a 
Philadelphia hotel, bringing 
their best promenades and 
do-si-dos to a slightly sped- 
up version of “Somewhere 
Over the Rainbow.” 
Correction: There was one 
crinoline flouncing across 
the floor, a multi-tiered blue 
skirt with silver accents and 
a maroon corset, worn by 
Ward Lambert of Phoenix. 
“Certain things never go 
out of style," said Lambert, 
56, dark chest hair peeking 
over the fabric of his fitted 
bodice. “You just have to 
reinvent them.” 

You could say the same 
about square dancing, a 
centuries-old dance style 
often associated with the 
American West and middle 
school gymnasiums. While 
there are still square dance 
clubs nationwide, numbers 
are dwindling. 

IAGSDC is trying to coun¬ 
ter that decline, and dispel 
misperceptions non-danc¬ 
ers might have. 

“They think it’s a bunch of 
70- and 80-year-olds wear¬ 
ing dresses made in the 
1950s dancing to music re¬ 
corded in the 1940s," said 
Tim Harper, president of the 
Independence Squares, 
a Philadelphia club that 
serves the LGBTQ and 
straight communities. 

While there are octoge¬ 
narian dancers, all of that 
allemand’ing left and right 
“keeps you young,” said 
Harper, noting that his 
club's oldest member is 85 


and two newest members 
are 24 and 25. 

The Independence Squares 
were founded 30 years ago 
in part as a social outlet for 
the LGBTQ community. This 
was decades before same 
sex marriage was legal¬ 
ized, just before “Don’t Ask, 
Don't Tell" was pitched as a 
reasonable way for LGBTQ 
members of the military to 
serve without issue. 

At the time, many hetero¬ 
sexual square dance clubs 
expected members to 
come in pairs, said Howard 
Richman, a member of the 
Times Squares, New York’s 
LGBTQ-friendly square 
dance club. 

LGBTQ clubs happily wel¬ 
comed singletons and 
had no problem with men 
dancing as women and 
vice versa. These clubs also 
put comfort over tradition 
when it came to dress. 
That’s one aspect of the In¬ 


dependence Squares that 
appealed to New Jersey 
shore resident Eileen Du- 
Bois, 70. 

“We dress casually here, T- 
shirts and shorts," said Du- 
Bois, who met her late hus¬ 
band square dancing and 
also belongs to a straight 
square dancing club. “The 
other clubs like traditional 
square dance clothing with 
crinolines and pettipants 
and all that mess.” 

Another welcome aspect: 
interacting with people she 
might not have ordinarily 
met. 

“I’ve really found my niche 
— not that it's my niche in 
terms of my choice of life¬ 
style, but my niche in terms 
of my choice of friends," 
said DuBois, who previously 
had few gay acquaintanc¬ 
es and was completely 
unfamiliar with the trans¬ 
gender community. “Every¬ 
body is so accepting and 
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so loving. They don’t just 
know my face. They know 
me and I know them.” 
Many consider the annual 
convention akin to a fam¬ 
ily reunion. Between events 
last weekend, Tina and 
Jason Blake of St. George, 
Utah, were looking to re¬ 
connect with friends they'd 
made at lAGSDC’s 2014 
convention in Salt Lake 
City. 

“We just enjoy dancing 
with the gay community so 
much,” said Tina Blake, 60, 
who with her husband also 
belongs to a more tradi¬ 
tional square dance club. 
“They are very welcoming 
to straight couples." 

She also finds the LGBTQ 
clubs dance at a faster 
pace. 

“It's a very aerobic activ¬ 
ity. They dance the way we 
did when we danced in our 
20s,” Blake said. “It’s fast, 
it’s exciting. It’s fun.” 


Clubs from the U.S., Can¬ 
ada and Japan mingled 
around Blake as she spoke. 
Here, the Denver-based 
Rocky Mountain Rain- 
beaus. There, the Edo8s, 
from Japan. The Tech 
Squares of Cambridge 
strolled through with their 
sister club, the Boston Un¬ 
commons. Among the 
clubs from California: the 
Redwood Squares, the 
Golden State squares and 
the Tinseltown Squares. 
Coming up were the spe¬ 
cialty “tips,” or dances, 
including one for fans of 
leather; another for hairy 
men: and the “moon¬ 
shine,” for those who want 
to get naked and dance 
(behind closed doors). 

“We haven't attended 
those,” Blake said. 

Novices quickly find that 
square dancing is more 
complex than they’d be¬ 
lieved when they were 
preteens awkwardly touch¬ 
ing another student’s arm 
in gym. There are mul¬ 
tiple achievement levels 
from “mainstream," which 
has 68 different “calls" or 
moves, to “challenge," 
which some compared to 
complex math. 

Dancers don’t know their 
steps in advance. A caller 
announces the moves over 
the music — which can be 
anything from Hank Wil¬ 
liams to Rihanna — while 
the dancers are in motion. 
There were hugs all around 
when the Blakes found their 
friends from Salt Lake City's 
LGBTQ-friendly club, the 
Temple Squares, mother 
and daughter dancers Min- 
di Griffin, 55, and Lizz Ashby, 
35, and married dancers 
Ross and Justin Crawshaw- 
Lopton. □ 


Poet and former Youth Laureate 
Amanda Gorman has book deal 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — For¬ 
mer Youth Poet Laureate 
Amanda Gorman is work¬ 
ing on a picture book. 
Viking Children’s Books an¬ 
nounced Thursday that 
Gorman’s “Change Sings: 
A Children’s Anthem” is 
scheduled for 2021. 

It’s the first part of a two- 
book deal. 


The rising senior at Harvard 
University says in a state¬ 
ment that she wanted to 
share a “vision of positive 
change with young read¬ 
ers.” 

She was named the coun¬ 
try’s first Youth Poet Laure¬ 
ate in 2017. 

The position is sponsored 
in part by the President's 
Committee on the Arts and 


the Humanities. 

She has published a po¬ 
etry collection, “The One 
for Whom Food Is Not 
Enough,” and read at the 
White House during the 
Obama administration. 

She recently performed 
an Independence Day 
poem for “CBS This Morn¬ 
ing” with the Boston Pops 
Orchestra. □ 



This Aug. 26, 2018 file photo shows former Youth Poet Laureate 
Amanda Gorman at the Black Girls Rock! Awards in Newark, 
N.J. 
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Today’s assignment for classroom design: flexibility 



This photo provided by Feaster Charter School in Chula Vista, Calif., shows students using bean 
bags in a classroom. 


By KIM COOK 
Associated Press 

Desks lined up in precise 
rows with teacher firmly 
planted at the front: That 
was the standard class¬ 
room format for much of 
the last century. 

But with many educators 
saying kids can do better in 
a more relaxed and flexible 
learning environment, de¬ 
signers and architects have 
been providing spaces and 
furnishings to fit that bill. 
“Innovators no longer 
speak of ‘classrooms,’" 
says Bob Pearlman, a Tuc¬ 
son, Arizona-based educa¬ 
tion consultant. “Students 
now work in learning stu¬ 
dios, plazas and home bas¬ 
es. They shift into varied ex¬ 
tended learning areas and 
collaboration zones that 
include project-planning 
rooms, workrooms, focused 
labs, group learning spac¬ 
es, individual pods.” 

He mentions Albemarle 
County’s public school 
system, in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. The district invited 
teams from all its schools 
to conceptualize learning 
spaces that would inspire 
kids to tackle complex 
ideas and work on creative 
building projects. Now, the 
elementary grades have 
swapped out traditional 
desks for stools, soft seat¬ 
ing, mobile chairs and con¬ 
nectable tables. 

Another new reality chang¬ 
ing the dynamic: connec¬ 
tivity. 

“Classrooms, libraries, 
and labs used to be the 
only spaces where stu¬ 
dents spent their school 
hours. Wireless, laptops 
and project learning have 


changed that," Pearlman 
says. “This has transformed 
all school spaces into po¬ 
tential extended learning 
areas, even the corridors 
and alcoves.” 

LAYOUT 

Back in the 1970s, Ameri¬ 
can psychologist Robert 
Sommer was urging a criti¬ 
cal look at traditional class¬ 
room layouts, saying class¬ 
rooms aren’t just simple 
cubes, says Jo Earp, edi¬ 
tor of Teacher magazine, 
a publication of the non¬ 
profit Australian Council 
for Educational Research. 
Sommer noted that in any 
given room, the lighting 
or heating will be better 
in some spots than in oth¬ 
ers, as will the view of the 
blackboard. 

Besides the alternative 
“freeform” classroom, Earp 
says, some teachers can 
find good results with a hy¬ 
brid model, perhaps lining 
up desks at the start of the 
year and then rearranging 


them in groups as the class¬ 
room dynamic becomes 
clearer and projects are 
undertaken. 

Natural light and views, re¬ 
duced background noise 
and good air quality are all 
considerations in classroom 
design, says Aaron Jobson 
of Quattrocchi Kwok Archi¬ 
tects in Santa Rosa, Califor¬ 
nia. “More and more evi¬ 
dence connects the physi¬ 
cal environment to learning 
outcomes,” he says. 

New designs include inter¬ 
nal glass walls and doors 
that increase connected¬ 
ness among students and 
provide good sightlines for 
teachers. 

The concept of dynamic, 
explorative learning spaces 
was championed by futur¬ 
ist David Thornburg in his 
book “From the Campfire 
to the Holodeck” (Jossey- 
Bass, 2013). He said schools 
should provide spaces 
based on how humans 
learn, with a balance of 
campfire (lecture space), 
watering hole (conversa¬ 
tion space), cave (reflec¬ 
tion space) and life (expe¬ 
riential space). 

That could mean one room 
is used in different ways at 
different times, or in differ¬ 
ent ways at the same time. 
Loren Myers, a first-grade 
teacher at a public char¬ 
ter school in San Jose, 
California, says retrofitting 
traditional schools can be 
expensive, and teachers 
don’t have big budgets. 
She says many get creative 
with resources to create a 
unique classroom. 
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“I personally incorporate 
some innovative spaces 
into my traditional layout; 
there's a peace corner 
where students can go to 
calm down, a VIP table for 
students who show exem¬ 
plary work ethics, and flex 
seating for students who 
need alternative options to 
stay focused.” 

Stephanie Dominguez, a 
principal at Feaster Char¬ 
ter School in Chula Vista, 
California, says her aim is 
to prepare kids for the work 
world. “There isn’t one in¬ 
dustry in which profession¬ 
al adults work in isolation; 
most professionals work in 
collaborative settings,” she 
says. Teachers at her school 
have flexibility to design 
their own spaces, she says, 
but across the 70 class¬ 
rooms there’s one thing in 
common: “Students must 
have spaces or desk struc¬ 
tures that make collaborat¬ 
ing with their peers easy.” 
FURNISHINGS 


Over the decades, famous 
designers have lent their 
talents to school furniture 
— among them, Jean 
Prouve’s mid-1930s tubular 
steel and wood single desk, 
double bench and chair; 
Alvar Aalto's inclinable ta¬ 
bletop desk of the 1950s; 
and Arne Jacobsen’s bent 
plywood desk and chair of 
the same era. 

Today, classroom furniture 
runs the gamut from chairs 
to chaises, with work tables 
of varying heights. 

Imagine Charter Schools, 
based in Arlington, Virginia, 
and operating schools in 
nine states, offers colorful 
swivel seating, as well as 
comfy upholstered bench¬ 
es. Montessori schools have 
soft lighting similar to home 
environments, and more 
subdued furniture and de¬ 
cor than traditional class¬ 
rooms. 

Marianne Box, a design 
specialist at school-furni¬ 
ture maker Hertz Furniture, 
in Ramsey, New Jersey, 
says ergonomic seating 
and mobile, flexible pieces 
are big sellers. The focus is 
on managing kids' energy 
levels, and giving them 
places to concentrate. 
Classroom bean bags give 
younger students a place 
to read. “They mold to fit 
each student, giving them 
support and a sense of 
comfort,” she says. 
Self-contained study 

booths have tablet surfac¬ 
es, power supplies, footrests 
and armrests. 

A molded plastic wobble 
stool comes in various sizes 
and colors; Box says it also 
promotes torso and leg 
movement. □ 



This photo shows Humanscale’s Ballo stool, airfilled domes on 
each end of a sturdy central column, the Ballo is an example 
of the kind of dynamic seating office and learning spaces are 
offering. 
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This photo provided by Hertz Furniture shows upholstered, 
moveable ottomans that can be configured into sofa-style 
seating, high/low adjustable stools, and worktables provide 
students at Entrepreneur High School in San Bernardino, Calif. 
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